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g the Prafiice of Virtue. and Religion, 
held in St. Peter's Velty Roos 25th April, 1794. 
His Grace the Archbiſhop of Dublin in the Chair, 


It was Unanimouſly Reſolved, 
on the motion of his Grace the Aucbbihop of Caſhel, 1 


At an A . fees Meeting of the 41 ociation * diſcounte- 


ed by the Rer. Dean of St. Patrick's, 


That the Thanks of this Aﬀociation be preſented to the Rv. 
RICHARD GRAVES, F. T. C. D. for his excellent Diſ. 
courſe preached this Day before the Aﬀociation z and that 


he be requeſted to publiſh the ſame. 4 


9 — 
7 


* _ &7 8 * £17 7-2-8 


: Signed by Order, 


| WILLIAM WATSON 
JOHN SKEYS. — 
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Shows is this high A 3 _ ihe N — | 
Prophet, to thoſe who are zealous and active in _ 
the purſuits: which true wiſdom recommends, _ 


_ even in labouring to turn many to - righteouſ- x | 
neſs, and thus moſt effectually promoting the 
happineſs of their een and the glo- 25 
7 of their God. - 5 7 
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| May not we, my Brethren, humbly hope that 
: the purpoſes for which we are here aſſembled, 
are conſonant to the dictates of ſuch true wiſ- 
dom. We have aſſembled, I truſt, with ſin- 
cere and pious hearts, in this the TEMPLE or 
THE MosT Hicn, to declare our reſolution of 
uniting our utmoſt exertions to diſcountenance 
vice, and promote the practice of virtue and 
religion. We have aſſembled, that with one 
voice and one heart we may implore the Divine 
Bleſſing to animate our zeal, give wiſdom to our 
deliberations, and-to our. meaſures perſeverance 
and ſucceſs On this ſolemn occaſion, tis 
my part to diſcharge the duty you have affigned 
me, to the beſt of my power, . by endeavouring 
to point out the truth and importance of the 
3 1 pr on which our Aſſociation has 
| well as the expediency of the 
particular meaſures it has purſued, and the plans 
it has adopted; and by directing our attention 
to the means which ſeem moſt likely to promote 
the accompliſhment of its objects, and the mo- 
tives which ought moſt powerfully to encou- 
rage the perſeverance of its preſent members, 


* . nd induce, ſuch of my audience as have not 


Vet ſufficiently conſidered” the nature of this in- 
ſtitution, to unite in its ſapport and extend its 


Influence. Would to God I could diſcharge 


this tacred duty as — as I feel its import- 


ance 
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ance deſerves Would to God I could impreſs = 


on every ſoul in this aſſembly, ſuch a deep and 
practical ſ ſenſe of the neceſſity of thus uniting to diſ- 
countenance vice, and promote the intereſts of vir- . 
tue-and religion, as reaſon requires, and God would 
approve ! But, my brethren, remember that 
whatever arguments may be offered, whatever 


motives may be ſuggeſted to you, their efficacy = 


muſt almoft wholly depend on the attention with 
which you receive, and the ſeriouſneſs with - _ 
which you reflect on them. And. may. the ſpirit | 
of wiſdom direct every one of you ſo to receive, 
and ſo to reflect, on whatever may be now of- 
fered to your conſideration, | as may moſt effec- 
tually promote the ſacred purpoſes we _ hers 
aſſembled to fulfil. 


In attemptin g to explain and defend the ge- 
neral principles on which our Aſſociation is 
founded, I cannot deem it neceſſary to enter 


into any laboured arguments for eſtabliſhing he 


great truths of natural religion, or the divine ori- 
gin of the goſpel ſcheme. No, I addreſs an 

enlightened and chriſtian aſſembly, men fully 
convinced of the exiſtence and perfections of the 
ſupreme Jznovan!. who created all things by 
his command, and ſuſtains them in exiſtence by 

the perpetual energy of his providence I ad- 
_ —_ conyinced that the facred {criptures 
B 2 contain 
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| Satan the word and the will of God, and alone 
are able to make us wiſe unto ſalvation, thro' 
faith which is in CurisT Jzsus Men, who 
look forward with firm aſſurance to that awful 
hour, when the fame CurtsT Ixsus ſhall come 
in power and great glory to judge the world; 
and who are therefore fully ſatisfied of the im- 
portance of true chriſtianity to the ſalvation of 
or. individual to whoſe acce as it is pro- 


| Afuming 1 theſe great W tis 
my purpoſe to direct your attention to that con- 
ſequence ariſing from them, which, on the pre- 
ſent occaſion, it is moſt important to enforce, 
the neceſſity of true chriſtianity to ſecure mo- 
rals and ſubordination, public tranquillity and 
public happineſs in every ſtate; a topic which 
can never be too frequently or too ſtrongly in- 
culcated, becauſe there is perpetual danger of _ 
its being forgotten and diſregarded, amidſt the 
| buſtle of public affairs, and the anxiety of po- 
 litical ſpeculation. Men accuſtomed to effect 75 | 
their purpoſes, as they conceive, by human aid, are 
| naturally led to look no farther than mere human 
agency; engaged in the contemplation of ſecondary 
- cauſes, and buſied in the adjuſtment of ſecondary 


44 e N not be habituated to conſider 


ws F 
as. 
4 
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that great Grit age! the conſtant ſenſe of whaſh 


ſuperintending providence, ſhould controul their 


4 conduct and direct their views. The connec- 


tion of national proſperity with national virtue, 
and the dependance of national virtue on true 
religion, may naturally with ſuch men ſeem 


principles too abitract, motives too diſtant and 
viſionary, to influence their meaſures; with 
them national wealth will readily be conſidered 
as ſynonymous to national proſperity; and for 


the attainment of this, their attention will be 
directed ſolely to commercial regulations and ſuc- 
ceſs. Againſt external violence, ſuperiority in 
military ſtrength and publio treaſure are deemed | 

certain pledges of ſecurity ; for internal tran- 
quility and good. order, wiſe ' conſtitutions of 
government, the {ſtrong hand of power, and 


ſtrict execution of law are implicitly relied on; 
and in the conſtant attention to objects ſuch as 


theſe, religion and virtue may be too eaſily 
overlooked in the eſtimate of political means, 


or attended to as merely ſubordinate to the Pr 
— poſes of temporaty . „ 


4 80 5 a8 opinions PO bs theſe 1 in —_ 
5 minds, and influence the conduct of men, ſo 


far it is utterly impoſſible, that ſuch an Aſſociation ; 


 as'ours ſhould meet with any active or general 
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ſupport. -Diſclaiming totally- all merely. tempo- 

rary views ;—declining to interfere in any public 
meaſure, except ſo far as ſuch meaſure is con- 
nected with virtue and chriſtianity - propoſing 
no reforms, except ſuch as may improve the 


religious ſentiments and moral conduct of men; 
| "connected with no party, but that of thoſe 
ſerious and ſober- minded chriſtians, who are 


anxious to reſcue their fellow-creatures from the 


oppreſſion of miſery, or the tyranny of vice ;— 


and ſubmitting to no influence but the inllvence 
of reaſon, truth, and piety ; ;—ſuch an Aſſoci- 


ation as this can never be generally ſupported 


or extenſiyely uſeful, unleſs every man is impreſ- 


% 


>. fed with a firm conviction that, in ſupporting 


the purpoſes of this Aſſociation, he promotes 


ohjects eſſential to the welfare nay, the exiſ- 
tence of his country. Ves, my brethren, as a 


public inſtitution we reſt. on the truth of this 
great fundamental principle * * chat „ 


n 


| people ; 3 1 in e let n me call on every man 


to conſult, not refined or ſubtle deductions, ob- 
ſecure or doubtful facts, but plain reaſon and 


enperience. Reflect but for a moment, what 
have been the cauſes which have introduced cor- 


. / 4 f 
ruption and diſcord, flavery and wretched- 


y neſs, 


Proverbs—xiv. 34. 
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neſs, into the beſt conſtituted: governments 
and moſt powerful empires of both the an- 
tient and modern world. The ſu perficial ob- 
ſeryer may perhaps impute the ruin of a ſtate 
to ſome ineidental or tranſitory cireumſtance; 
to the ambition of ſome individual, the miſ- 
conduct of ſome faction, ſome unforeſeen mis 
fortune or defeat; — but the enlightened hiſto- 
rian and the philoſophic enquirer, will ſoon 
convince him that, though ſome ſingle and un- 
looked- for event may have been the apparent 
and immediate occaſion of national calami- 
ty, its original ſource has ever been found 
in ſome extenſive and deep-rooted deprava- 
tion of public | morals, - which led the way. 
to that event, and rendered its conſequences - 
_ trretrievable. And when the principles of the 
great bulk of any people have been corrupted, 
when virtue has been generally deſpiſed, and 
vice triumphant in any nation, enquire whe- 
ther any accumulation of wealth, any ſuperi- 
ority in military diſcipline, numbers or fame, 
any conſtitution of government, any wiſe pro- 
| viſions of law, have ever been able to prevent 


the final ruin of ſuch a ſtate, or ſhield a pol- 


luted and devoted race from the ſignal chaſ- 
tiſements of an offended God. Aſſuredly not: 
No, they have only ſerved to embitter ſaf= _ 
: wh * its contraſt . thoſe bleſſings, of 
5 5 Which 
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which nothing remains but the ſhame. of their 
13 abuſe, and the memory of their loſs.— Tis NO= 

torious to a proverb that wealth engenders lux- 


ury, extravagance and vice, and theſe corrup- 


tion and decay. That where induſtry, frugality, 
and honeſty are wanting, commerce will make 
itſelf wings and fly away; and that induſtry, 
frugality, and honeſty can have no ſure foun- 
dation, where temperance. and religion have no 


wel. place.—If the confidence of any Rate is found. | 
end on the ſuperiority of its arms, let me aſk 


do frequently has ſuch ſuperiority been over. 
powered, not by external violence, but by the 

| ſecret progreſs of luxury and ſelfiſhneſs, debaſ- 
ing the ſpirit and undermining the ſtrength of 
the. nation, . deſtroying all vigour of mind and 
body in every rank, rendering the manners ef- 


feminate and licentious, baniſhing every manly 


and generous ſentiment from thoſe who ought 
to command, and every principle of ſfubordi- - 
nation from thoſe who ought to obey * Or it, 
notwithſtanding the prevalence of vice and cor- 
ruption, a certain blind ardour and ſavage fe- 
roeity have ſupplied | the want of better prin- 
ciples, and given a temporary triuwph to the 
 Iimpetnous' efforts of wild fury ;—if habitual 
ſubmiſſion to the dictates of ambitious. rulers, 
and the-mechaniſm of military diſcipline, has 

: condudted the: e. force of mighty nations 
to 


xz ASSOCIATION; S... 5 
to the atchiebdement of extenſive conqueſts' ;— 
alas ! what have been the effects of ſuch at- 
chievements on the happineſs even of the con- 
querors "themſelves Have not the miſerios 
which have ſcourged the crimes of the vanquiſſi- 
ed, been avenged a thouſand fold on the heads 
of thoſe who have inflicted them? Have not 
ſuch ſucceſſes nouriſhed indolence and ſecurity, 
pride and diſcord, among the conquerors ;- and 
thus introduced wretchedneſs and ſervitude, and 
, entailed ages of miſery on their ne _ 
debaſed ae n 


But if W happineſs cannot be, 8 by 


wealth, nor ſecured by arms, when religion 


and virtue are deſpiſed; tis not leſs. certain, 
that every argument which evinces. the impart- 
ance of ſubordination and law, equally eſtab- 
liſhes the neceſſity of ſtrengthening religious 
principles, as their only ſure foundation and 
ſupport ; for however chriſtianity may have 
been miſrepreſented and abuſed, while ſome 
have perverted its ſacred authority to ſupport a a 
divine right in monarchs to deſpotic ſway, and 
others equally at war with truth and piety, have 
pretended, that ſubmiſſion to any human pow- 
er was inconſiſtent with religious liberty; tis 
clear, in oppoſition to both theſe errors, that 
true * walks it condemns alike that. 
. flaviſh 


1 
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- Haviſh fear which debaſes, and that i a 
Which diſturbs ſociety, inculcates with peculiar 
energy thoſe principles of conduct and duty, 
which, if uniformly attended to by rulers and 


5 5 ſubjects, would ſecure public happineſs, what- 


ever form of government may prevail. —Yes, my 
brethren, * the goſpel while it riſes above the 


fleeting diſtinctions of human eſtabliſhments, 
provides the ſureſt means of redrefling the abuſ- 
es, and extending the utility of every govern- 
ment, by ſtrictly enjoining regard to juſtice, 
and order, and peace — humility, and forbearance 
—mercy, and brotherly love. The Chriſtian 


za taught to conſider human law, not merely as 


a heavy yoke impoſed by the ſtrong hand of 
power, to which he muſt. ſubmit becauſe he 
- has not ſtrength to reſiſt ;—a yoke which he 

may juſtly lighten by evading its reſtraints, 

_ whenever with impunity he may not merely 
- as the price, at which he purchaſes the protec- 
tion of the ſtate, by ſurrendering a certain por- 
tion of his liberty and his rights ;—a price, which 
it is his intereſt to lower as much as poſſible, 

dy avoiding the ſacrifices it requires, and with- 

: holding, wherever he can withhold, his obe- 
dience ;—no—the chriſtian is taught to regard 


| bhedience. to law as a facred duty, enjoined by 


_ " » 24008 ruler who is the DAT of public 


order  - 


vide Payley's excellent work on the Evidence of chriſtianity, 
_ Page 373. Hub. edit. 1794. 
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5 ar, and who willnot per- 


mit them to be lightly trampled on. Put tiem 


u mind, ſays the Apoſtle, t be Jubjedl to prin- 
cipalities and powers, to obey mags itrates, to be 
ready to every good wor; and again, + render to 
all their dues, tribute to whom tribute is due, cuſ- 
tom to whom cuſtom, fear to whom fear, honour 
to "whom honour, owe rio man any thing, but ta 
love one another f fear God, honour. tlie king. 
In a word, fo long as obedience to eftabliſhed - 
authority, is confiſtent with the higher obliga- : 
tions of "chriſtian, purity and piety with the 
_ preſervation. of virtue; religion, and the public 
happineſs—lſo long it is. plainly enforced by our 
lord and judge—ſo long we muſt be & /udjef# 
10 the higher powers—not merely for wrath, but 
| for conſcience ſake—|| nat as pleaſers of men, but as ſer» 
wants of Gad. Thus does chriſtianity conſecrate the 
authority of the righteous magiſtrate, by connect- 
ing it with the ſanctions of religion; and ſoften the 
terrors of legal auſterity, by blending them with 
the pure and ennobling ſentiments of piety, 
the heart-cheering ö _ conſeience | 
and of God. | 


| . . reflect, . dd FORE 
en if oaths loſe their force and ſa - | 
9 5 3 I 5 
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t 1 Peri 17. n 1 Eeheſ—5i 6 | 


iz 4 SERMON yxEicnHty »zroORE 


- acredneſs? if men learn to doubt the exiſtence, 


or trifle with the name of that Supreme Being, 
to whom they appeal to decide all controver- 
ſies, to detect crimes, to ſecure public allegi- 5 
ance and private fidelity? 80 far as this awful 
| obligation becomes weak and diſregarded, muſt 
not laws be found ineffectual to protect the in- 
nocent, or puniſh the guilty, and become per- 
petually liable to be perverted into inſtruments 
of injuſtice and 'malignity ?—Muſt not every 


man hold his reputation, his property, and his 


life, at the mercy. of each villain whom gain 


may allure, or revenge may ſtimulate to at- 


tempt his deſtruction, ſecure of attempting 
* with impunity, if he only poſſeſs ingenuity 
to frame, and hardihood to perſiſt in the tale of 
falſehood? In ſuch a ſtate, what inextricable 
confuſion and diſorder muſt prevail in every 
department and intercourſe of ſocial life !— 
Surely this ſingle conſideration ſhould induce every 
man, who values public order or private ſecu- 
rity, to encourage true religion a8 er ſureſt 4 
ſafeguard. and ſupport. * | | 


Thus laws, however onſet * may whe Appel. 
ed maſt loſe the ſtrangeſt ſtay of their authority, 
and the only pledge of their faithful execution, when 
unconnected with religious principle. But how 
much more ineffectual muſt their power -appear 
ee by Fn, when we confider the 


many 
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many inherent defects, which muſt neceſſarily 
be found in all human laws and governments. 
So long as legiſlators and magiſtrates cannot 
foreſee and prohibit every ſpecies of offerice,— 
or in every inſtance detect the tranſgreſſions they 
| have prohibited, —or puniſh in exact proportion 
to their guilt the crimes which they detect. or 
by the puniſhment. of paſt effectually prevent 
. the repetition of future offences ;—ſo long as 
Ignorance may, miſlead, corruption ' ſeduce, or 
hypocriſy elude human tribunals ;—ſo long as 
an apparently promiſcuous diſtribution of good 
and evil hardens the audacity of guilt, and ſhakes 
; the ſteadineſs of virtue ſo long as human na- 
ture continues frail and fallible—fo long muſt 
religion be neceffary to ſupply the defects of 
human laws, and prevent or remedy the diſ- 
orders of civil ſociety. ——Yes, my brethren, 
religion is the only ſure preventive of crimes 
in every rank of life. When paſſions from 
| within 5 and temptations from without aſſail us, 
nothing can avail againſt them but that heart- | 
felt horror of criminal indulgence which reli- 
gion only can inſpire ; that internal purity and 
ſelf- correcting vigilance which the BIBLR only 
can teach, and reverence for an all-ſceing Gop 
alone ſufficiently . enforce. This it is, which 
ſhuts out or baffles the firſt temptations of vice, 
by . the iſſues of the heart, by diſco- 
vering 
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vering and cruſhing each impure thought before 


its indulgence can .inflame the paſſions or cor- 


rupt the ſoul: This it is, which' ſubdues each 
proud and malignant emotion; before it-can break 
out into harſh words or violent actions, and 
| perpetually keeps alive that tenderneſs of con- 
ſcience, which feels and obeys the ind check of 1 
ſelf-reproach. | | 


But if laws without religion. can akin prevent 


the perpetration of crimes, how entirely do they 


fail in exciting to the practice of thoſe active 
_ virtues, which are moſt eſſential to ſocial har- 
mony and public happineſs? Oh ! let not the 
governors of the earth forget that there exiſts 
in every community, in the great maſs of every 
nation, a latent but refiſtleſs power, which, if 
once rouſed to action, can overturn from their 
foundations the mightieſt fabricks of govern- 
ment, which the wiſdom of ages has reared; and 
in one paroxyſm of rage and deſperation level to 
the earth all power and dignity, law and good or- 


| - "der, property, liberty, and peace. And what 


mall reftrain this fury from breaking forth? Fear 
is often an impracticable, always a dangerous 
expedient: It may for a ſhort period reſtrain 
the immediate action, but never can ſubdue the 
vital of diſorder. "ys flames of ſe- 
dition 
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dition ſmothered, but not extinguiſhed; ſpread Sh 


and ſtrengthen, filent and unſeen, till at length 
they burſt forth reſiſtleſs and unquenchable. 
Adverſity will frequently irritate diſcontent by 


the miſeries it inflicts, and proſperity inſpire 


haughtineſs of ſpirit, and impatience of con- 
troul. The influence of prejudice and habit, fre- 
N quently ſo much relied on, fluctuates with the 
variation of opinion, is perpetually weakened 
by the progreſs of enquiry, and often over- 
powered by the mere thirſt of novelty, ſo oſten 
found in men wearied by the ſameneſs of long 
eſtabliſhment, and conceiving alteration ſyno- 
nimous to improvement.— On what ſtable foun- 
dation then can tranquillity and ſubordination 
reſt ? on none but the influence of true reli- 
gion, pervading every order in the ſtate, and 
animating. all to the exerciſe of thoſe virtues 
which blend the various ranks of ſociety in one 
| harmonious union, and direct their exertions 
to the common good. This would render go- 
vernors juſt and merciful, knowing that they 
alſo have a maſter in Heaven to whom they 
muſt render a ſtrict account; this will make 
the opulent generous and beneficent, the ma- 
giſtrate faithful and diligent, the trader honeſt | 
and induſtrious, the poor contented and reſign- 
| ed; knowing that the difference in their ſitu - 
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- ation is merely external and tranſitory, that they 


15 are as truly and as highly objects of the kind 


favour and the guardian care of Providence as 


: the proudeſt of the ſons of men. This is that 
true EquartitY or Max, the equal ac- 


ceptance of all according to their merits in the 
fight of the ſupreme and righteous judge; which, 
if deeply impreſſed upon the human heart, inſtead | 
of diſturbing would tranquilliſe ſociety, would 

humble the pride of greatneſs, check the tur- 


bulence of ambition, conſole the miſeries of 


poverty, and ſooth the bitterneſs of diſcontent. 

This would impreſs a deep horror of every 
meeaſure which tends to introduce diſcord, vio- 
lence, and war; for peace, and mercy, and for- 


bearance are the leading virtues of the chriſtian. 


character. Thus undeniably does true religion 
tend ſo to regulate the tempers and conduct of 
men, as will moſt effeQually ſecure order and 
good 8 aa union and public hap- 
my 8 


dep there . who. conceive | that- 0 un- 


| affiſted by revelation, is ſufficient to ſupport the 4 
cauſe of virtue; that the principles of natural 


religion will, by their plain truth, ſufficiently 


recommend themſelves to general aſſent ; and 


that the tendency of moral conduct to public 


76 — and good will — enforce 


its 


ex's ASSOCIATION, . 


its obſervance? Let ſuch remember, that Wins 
ever influence theſe motives poſſeſs, chriſtian- ; 
ity preſerves it unimpaired, inculcating every 
principle of natural religion, and recommend- 
ing with the moſt perſuaſive energy the prac- 
tice of every virtue. But let them alfo reflect, 
with what clear proofs chriſtianity ſupports thoſe 
| great truths of natural religion the exiſtence 


of a ſupreme God, and the certainty of a future 
life and juſt retribution; not by the ſubtlety 


of abſtract reaſoning, doubtful to the wiſeſt, and 
utterly unintelligible to the great bulk of man- 


kind, but by clear and deciſive facts, by mira- 


cles, by prophecies, | by the reſurrection and 


| aſcenſion of Jeſus Chriſt, ſure Pledges of his 


coming again to judge the world in righte- 
ouſneſs. Let them conſider, that the prac- 


tice of virtue is, in the chriſtian ſcheme, en- 


forced by an authority which no human inſti- 
tution could attain; by ſanctions which no hu- 
man reaſoning could adduce; even by the ex- 


preſs command of the f upreme Lord of heaven 


and earth, who * has given to all who continue 


patient in well-doing, an aſſurance of life and im 
mortality, and an equal certamty of tribulatiin- 


and anguiſh on every foul of man that doeth” evil. 
Such a ſanftion alone can have Pee” if — 4 


4 


Toure) Romans—ii. 7. 


* 
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believed, to ſupply an adequate motive to vir- 
tue in every viciſſitude of fortune; to coun- 
terbalance every oppoſing temptation of plea- 
ſure, or intereſt, or fear ; ta influence alike 
Whether in the filence or ſecreſy of ſolitude, 

or the agitation and diſplay of public life, in 
adverlity or proſperity, in youth as well as in 
age, in vigour as well as in infirmity, amidſt 
the cruſh of misfortune and the pangs of death, 
But how inadequate a repreſentation is this of 
the ſuperiority of chriſtianity, to the mere force 
of reaſon unenlightened from above ?—Can rea- 
ſon aſſure us of pardon on repentance? And 
without ſuch aſſurance, can vice be reclaimed ? 
an reaſon ſupply us with divine grace to 
aſſiſt? And unaſliſted, can human frailty per- 
ſevere ; Without a Saviour's example to guide 


our ſteps, and a Saviour's merits to atone for 


our deficiency, how ſhould we wander through | 
life uncertain of our way, and fink into the 
nl 1 with 1 or tortured with 


| | But if you with for 1 W 
"1 of the inefficacy of reaſon, unaſſiſted by reve- 
_ ation, look to the poliſhed nations of Egypt, 
Aſia, Gr eece and Rome, What were its ef- 
"fects for a period of 2000 years ?—Did the ef- 
£ forts of philoſophy for all has period reduce a 
* 
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Angle nation, or eity, or village to rational faith and 
pure worſhip ; or eſtabliſh virtue on its only 
fure foundation, the divine command, ſanctioned 
by a future retribution ?—No—while philoſo- 

phers were diſtracted by doubt and error, the 

bulk of mankind were debafed by the abomi- 
nations of idolatry, and polluted by the vices 
which this idolatry fan&tioned or required; 
abominations and vices which perpetually mul- 
tiplied and accumulated, notwithſtanding the ra- 
pid progrefs of civilization and earning” in the 
n world, agg th 


And at this 1 wha is * ſtate of a 
on the earth In ſome eaſtern nations we diſ- 
cover traces of the original patriarchal reve- 
lation, though faint and obſcure. And we know 
the religion of Mahomet borrowed- from the 
law and the goſpel the great truths of natural 
religion, which it has corrupted by engrafting 
on them the monſtrous principles of ſpreading. 
religion by the ſword, of a ſenſual paradiſe, and 
_ a'fixed neceſſity. But, excluſive of theſe na- 
tions „where under the Sun is natural religion 
maintained, except only where chriſtianity pre- 
yails? And the more this approaches to the ſim- 
plicity of the goſpel, the more it is purified from 
the corruptions introduced by human pride, folly, - 
| 87 beentivaineſs, the more does it 3 | 
C 2 | its 
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its divine origin and beneficent tendency, ex- 
hibiting in its genuine luſtre, rational faith and 
pure morality, proclaiming glory to God in the 

* and on earth peace, n to man. 


But are there any who think that, ner 
neceſſary chriſtianity may have been to inſtruct 
the ignorance of antient days, or reform the 
vices grafted on ſu perſtition and idolatry, it is 
become unneceſſary in this enlightened and phi- 
loſophic age, and that now in the 18th century, 
we may reject or diſregard the goſpel, without 
any danger of relapſing into ſpeculative doubts 
or errors in religion, or into licentious and cor- 
rupt principles of morality ?—Let ſuch men 
conſider that the fame writers, who have la- 
boured to undermine the authority of the goſ- 
pel, have in many inſtances queſtioned and 
denied the great truths of natural religion and 
pure morality ; and this gradually more and 
more, as the ſecret influence of chriſtian edu- 
cation and chriſtian principles has gradually worn 
off. Let it be obſerved, that the perfections 
and providence of God—the certainty of a fu- 
ture ſtate—the reaſonableneſs of prayer the 
obligation to purity and conjugal fidelity—the 
excellence of ſelf-denial and humility—have all 


been queſtioned or denied by various deiftical 


writers. T hat the fame ſubtle metaphyſician, 
| 55 WhO 
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who has declared miracles incredible, * has diſ- 
played the moſt extravagant ſcepticiſm in all 
his moral and religious reaſoning, pronouncing 
it impoſſible to obtain any certainty of the per- 
fection of the deity, or the certainty of a future 
ſtate, Let it be obſerved, that Epicurean mo- 
rals' and groſs obſcenity pollute the pages of 
the + grave hiſtorian, who has miſrepreſented 
the origin and magnified the corruptions of 
chriſtianity, to depreciate its value and autho- 
rity :—That | novels and poems notoriouſly i im- 

pure, have iſſued from the ſame pens that have 
in other works oppoſed the goſpel And final- 
ly let it be obſerved, that in one nation, and 
in one only, have the efforts of ſuch writers 
been ſucceſsful enough, to exhibit any public 
or extenſive trial of the effects their opinions 
produce. And there what have been the prin- 
ciples which, ſo far as this triumph of philo- 
ſophy extended, have been ſubſtituted in place 
of our holy religion ?—Revenge has been ex- 
alted into a virtue of the higheſt magnitude, | 
and its gratification deemed a recompenſe for 
the ſevereſt ſufferings. The 8 
1 5 7 Ds cept, 


Hume, in his Eſſay on a Providence and a Future State 
and the concluſion of his Eſſay on the Natural _— of * 
ligion. | 


_ + Mr. Gibbon. | 
t Rouſſeau, We and the late . of Pruſſia. 


— 
* 
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tept, that * we ſhould not do evil that good 
may come of it, has been reverſed, and the moſt 
atrocious exceſſes of fury been juſtified, by the 
ſuppoſed importance of the good they remotely 
tended to produce.—It has been determined, 
that a ſtate of future retribution is an idle ter- 
ror; and it has been proclaimed to the mul- 
titude, that death was an Eternal Sleep. — The 
public worſhip of the Supreme Being has been 
_ veſpiſed and forbidden; and even his perfec- 
tions and his exiſtence publicly and fearlefsly 
derided or denied. I am fat from acculing 
the whole nation or all its governors, of the 
abſurdity or the guilt of ſuch principles or ſuch 
conduct: but fo far as chriſtianity has been 
rejected, fo far have ſuch principles and ſuch 
conduct prevailed ; and it is notorious, that the 
corruptions engrafted on the pure and benign 
religion of the goſpel, with the perſecutions and 
abuſes to which thoſe corruptions gave riſe, had 
introduced a very general diſregard for its teach- 


ers and its truths, which paved the way for 


the perpetration, and diminiſhed the horror that 
ought to have checked thoſe atrocious deeds of 
_ treachery and blood, which have -polluted and 
chaſtiſed that wretched land. has 115 
After 


1 | | von REN 
 * Romans—iii. 8. 
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Aſter this ſhall we require further experi- 
ments, to prove the neceſſity of preſerving pure 


and genuine chriſtianity, from its obvious ten- 
dency to promote virtue and order, private 

happineſs and public good ?—Bat if, in addition 
to this natural utility of true religion, we con- 
ſider farther, that this, and this only, can fe- 
cure the protection of the Lord of Hoſts, who 


alone diſpenſes peace and war, governs the hearts _ 


of kings, and controuls the madneſs of the people; 
* rules in the kingdoms of men, and gives them 
to whomſoever he will ; who has declared that 
+ the kingdoms of the world ſhall become the 
kingdoms of God and of his Chriſi but chat I thoſe 
who take counſel' together againſt the Lord and 
againſt his anointed; theſe he ſhall vex in his fore 

diſpleaſure, rule them with a rod of iron, and 
| break them in pieces hike a potter a veſſel. —If 


this is indeed the caſe, it becomes incumbent, - 


on every nation to be timely and fincere in 
their obedience to the Son of God, leſt he 
conſume them in his wrath. '$ Be wiſe therefore, 
oh ye kings! be inftrutted ye Judges of the earth ; 

| ſerve the lord with fear, and rejoice with trems © 
bling ; kiſs (or do homage to) the Son, left he 


be angry, and * periſh Ou the way; if his 
| wrath 


S Del 17. 1 Rev. —xi. 1 . + Plalm—ii. 
= Pſalm—ii. 10. | 
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wrath be kindled, yea, but a little, Bleſſed 4 ere all 
oy 2/0 put their 11 95 in hams. | 


And can we doubt the cer of - the dia 
vine judgments inflicted on national guilt, when 
we view the prophetic declarations of the fate 
of all the empires; which have ſucceſſively ac- 
quired power and abuſed it, to ſupport ir- 
religion and immorality, accurately fulfilled ? 

When we behold MAgypt, the parent of 

idolatry, the oppreſſor of the choſen people of 

God, remaining in that / ſtate of degradation 
foretold by the prophet=—* rhe baſeſt of king- 

Am ;—when we contemplate the ruins of Tyre 
and Sidon, + the great cities, the crowned ci. 
Tres, whoſe nerthonuts were princes, whoſe traf 

fakers wefe al the honourable of the earth, who 
triumphed in the calamities of God's choſen 

people, who exalted themſelves as Gods—full 
of pride, and luxury, and vice ;—when, I fay, 
we behold the ſtrange and almoſt igcredible | 
menace of the prophet fully accompliſhed, «7 
. will make thee like the top of a rock, thou ſhalt 
te a Place to ſpread nets upon, thou ſhalt be built 

To more, for I the Lord have ſpoken it, ſaith the 

Lord God When we behold Babylon 5. faept 
| ; 15 oy 


4 Ezckiel—xxix. 15. J Ifaiah—xxiii. 8. 
* Exckiel—xzri. 4. f Taiab—xiv. 23. 
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* the FE of deflrution !—* Greece, which 
abuſed its knowledge and refinements by vain 
philoſophy, licentious practice, and groveling 
idolatry, and. its liberty by tyranny and war; 
plunged into ſervitude and debaſed by igno-— 
rance When we contemplate the fate of antient 


Rome, firſt the ſcourge and then the. corrupt- : % 


reſs of the world; its abuſe of freedom pu- 
niſhed by the moſt degrading tyranny that ever 
curſed a ſtate, and its lawleſs ambition and 
warlike fary, overpowered and extirpated by 
a total and unexampled deſtruction When 
we behold the Jewiſh nation fulfilling the + pro- 
 phecres, it's capital utterly deſtroyed, it's. tribes | 
diſperſed, —for 1700 years the hiſs and laugh- 
| ing-ſtock of the world ,—preſerving - its ceremo- 
nial law, though unable to comply with its 
rites; perpetually diſappointed in the hope of 
a Meſſiah, yet cheriſhing that hope; mixing 
with all nations, yet ſeparate from all z every. 
where received, no where ſettled ; and at this 
moment as ready and as anxious for the pro- 
miſed reſtoration to their native land, as at 
the firſt æra of their diperſion Look further 
to thoſe nations who firſt received the goſpel - 
of Chriſt, and firſt corrupted and abuſed the 
acred bitt; ; have * not been ſcourged by 
the 


+ Vide Daniel 7 al 8 . on the Fates of Greece 1 Rome, 
* Vide Matthew—xxiii. 39. Romans—xi. 25. 
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the loſs of religion and liberty together, and 
do they not at this hour groan under the 
bondage of Mahometan fuperſtition, and Turk- 
ih tyranny ?—Shall not all theſe things con- 
vince us, of the providence and judgments of 
God? N ay, ſhall we not be rouſed to vigi- 
lance by the awful judgments at this moment 
abroad upon the earth? What reflecting and 


religious mind can contemplate unmoved that 


rapid ſucceſſion of unparalleled and awful events, 


which within a few years have convulſed the 


whole European world; and the final reſult 
of which we yet look for with trembling un- 
certainty ? Were theſe events removed from 
this land by the diſtance of half the globe, 
or a period of 1000 years, yet would they not 
erxhibit to us an awful warning to repent and 
reform ?—But when we reflect on their direct 
connection with our own circumſtances and our 
own fate; when we every where behold ſuſ- 
penſe and alarm, * nation r ing againſt nation, 
and kingdom againſt kingdom, men's hearts fail. 
ing them for fear, and for looking after thoſe 
things that are coming upon tlie earth; when 
this our own iſland ſtands expoſed to the con- 
tagion of the {ame deſtructive and bloody prin- 


 Eiples, w which have brought down ſuch miſery 
on 


* Matthew—xxiv. 7. Luke — xxl, 26. 
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on 2 neighbouring unhappy land hen we 


are plunged into the vortex of foreign war, 


and agitated by domeſtic complaint, and tur- 
bulence and diſcord, At ſuch a criſis, it is 
ſurely incumbent on every one of us to * break 
off our fins by righteouſneſs, and our iniquities by 
ſhewing mercy to the poor, i it n 


ening to our mg, {8 


For a ſeries of years had this fivoured land 
been bleſſed with ſingular proſperity. The tu- 
mult of war had ſcarcely reached our ears. No 
civil diſcord, no religious animoſity, had dif- 
turbed our repoſe,..—We. had rapidly improved 
in conſtitution and commerce, in agriculture, 
population, and wealth. But had our pions 
_ gratitude kept pace with the divine mercy ?— 
had a ſerious and heartfelt reverence for the 
Supreme Being, a vigilant attention to his wor- 
ſhip and his word, diſplayed itſelf with perpe - 
tually encreaſing power, in the manners and 
language of every rank? alas, moſt certainly 
not 1—If we were to fix on the diſtinguiſhing 
character of this age and country, it would be 
undoubtedly that of levity and indifference in 
religion, and by conſequence a relaxation of mo« 
ral ä which allows men to purſue ſelf- 
gratification 


0 Daniel —iv. 27. 
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gratification: and ſelf-intereſt, with little other 
controul than ſuch as is impoſed by the law of 
the land, and the law of reputation. While 
nothing operates to impel them to the prac- 
tice of active virtue, but a certain refinement 
of feeling, which ſome may poſſeſs, but mul- 
titudes only affect; and a thirſt for applauſe, 
which varies its objects according to the ha- 
bits, opinions, and caprice of thoſe with whom 
each man affociates, whoſe approbation he ſtu- 
dies, and whoſe contempt | he fears. 


Thus r men live without Gop in the world;— 


"Ip is not in all their thoughts, his favour i is not 
their object, nor his will their guide.—For fa- 
vour and applauſe amongſt men form their only 
objects, human laws and opinions their only 


guide. —Hence that carnal and worldly ſpirit, | 
ſio univerſally prevalent in every rank ;—that no- 


torious indifference or. contempt for. the reveal- 
ed will of God ;—that diſguſt or ridicule with 
which every appearance of more than ordinary 
ſeriouſneſs, ſobriety, or religion, is generally 
received. Hence amongſt the upper claſſes of 
life, luxury, vanity, diſſipation, gambling, and 
_ licentiouſneſs, and their conſequence, diſtreſs, 
3 and corruption. Hence narrow and 
intereſted policy, party ſpirit, turbulence, fac- 
tion, and intrigue.— And when ſuch is the 


temper 
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temper, and ſuch the conduct of many aw | 
the higher orders, is it to be wondered at, that 
their example ſhould ſpread vice and irreligion 
amongſt their inferiors, as far as its influence 
extends ? While the lower claſſes are gene- 
ly neglected, ſometimes oppreſſed ; their edu. 
cation left wholly to chance; no care taken to 


train them to piety and integrity, induſtry and 


ſubordination. Hence thoſe habits of idleneſs 
which corrupt the individual; that ſpirit of 
diſcontent and violence, contempt of authority, 
and hardy violation of law, which menaces the 
ſafety of the State. Hence thoſe crowds of 
vretched females who infeſt our ſtreets, firſt 
the victims and then the inſtruments of licen- 
tiouſneſs; ſpreading amidſt our youth the con- 
tagion of diſeaſe and pollution.—Hence thoſe 
multitudes of criminals who throng our priſons, 
and expire upon our ſcaffolds ; till the fight 
of blood, . inſtead of terrifying, hardens the hearts 
of the populace, and execution -ceaſes to be a 
reproach to the criminal, or to awe the ſpec- 
tator; and which in this laſt year have encreaſ- 
ed to a degree, not more diſtreſſing to huma- 
nity than dangerous to public ſecurity.diſ- 
trict vying with diſtrict, even to the remoteſt 
corners of the land, in the violence of the out- 
rages which law and order have ſuſtained, and 

| | | the 
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the multitude of vietims offended. juſtice: de- 


"Ps 


Ayo theſs FR fo, my fellow-chriſtians ? 


4 and is there no occaſion for any extraordinary 


excrtion in ſupport of virtue; any ſerious anx- 
iety for the intereſts of religion ?—ſhall we 
make no effort to reform till we have filled 
up the meaſure of our crimes ?—ſhall we abuſe 
the long-fuffering mercy of our God, by per- 
ſevering in iniquity, till we provoke his juſtice 
to pour upon our heads the fury of his wrath, 
and by a ſignal but neceſſary chaſtiſement, awake 
us from this lethargy of guilt ?—Or if that is 
impoſſible, exhibit in us another dreadful exam- 
ple of public corruption puniſhed by public 
-miſery ;—another awful wang to 155 nations 
ef the earth. 


To ſum up ey to conclude this argument— 
if, without virtue andj piety, wealth corrupts, 
and arms cannot protect a ſtate if religious 


_ » principles alone can ſupport the authority, ſecure 


the faithful execution, and ſupply the manifold 
defects of human laws ; prevent thoſe crimes 
which diſturb, and excite to thoſe virtues which 
| harmoniſe ſociety if religious principle can 
have no ſure foundation but the goſpel of Chriſt; 
if when this is rejected and deſ — men rs | 
unto 
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into the moſt tormenting doubts, the moſt i irra- 
tional and hideous impiety, the moſt foul and 
pernicious crimes ;—if true religion alone can ſe - 
cure the protection of the Gon of Hoſts, whoſe 
avenging judgments have, from the beginning 
of the world, by his prophets been denounced, 
and by his power been executed, on every na- 
tion that has palluted itſelf by ſuch abomina- 
tions, and ſunk into ſuch impiety ;—nay, if at 

this moment the awful judgments of Gop are 
abroad upon the earth, menacing our own ſafe- 
ty, impending over our own heads—what is the 
practical reſult hat hut that every one of 
us ſhould take care to worſhip the Loxp Jz- 
HOVAH, in ſpirit and in truth; and not only 
ourſelves obey his will and. implore his protec- 
tion, but employ every exertion in our power, 
to diffuſe the ſame principles of piety and virtue 


through the whole maſs of the community,—a nd 5 


therefore warmly and liberally patroniſe and firmly 
_ co-operate with every inſtitution, which, like this 
which I now recommend to your protection, 
is calculated to diſcountenance vice, and pro- 


mote the ne of virtue and chr 


But the 8 of magiſtrates, the exer- 
tions of the clergy—theſe, it is ſaid, as they 


are the natural remedies for theſe evils, ſo are 


they abundantly ſufficient. | . by 
| „ their 
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their exertions mult all reform be ultimately at. 
chieved.——Bat ſurely this aſſociation is calculated 
to aſſiſt and invigorate theſe exertions. It aſ- 
ſumes no authority, but what it may derive 
from the reſpectability of thoſe characters which 
ſupport it; and has no means of inducing the 
execution of the plans it may adopt, but by 
their evident reaſonableneſs and utility. It at- 
tempts not to encroach on the province of any 
department in church or. ſtate ; it only labours 
to aſſiſt in promoting the common good, by its 
friendly council and active co-operation. But 
when I behold ſome, the meſt eminent in cha- 
racer and ſituation, at the bar and in the ſe- 
nate, on the ecccleſiaſtical and judicial benches, 
honouring this Aſſociation with their names, 
and ſtrengthening it by their ſupport, I fear not 
that its views ſhould be ſuſpected, or its in- 
terference miſunderſtood ;—and I proceed with 
confidence to explain the nature of theſe views, 
and the utility of this interference. e 


In the firſt place, the very exiſtence of an 
Aſſociation, whoſe avowed object it is to diſ- 
countenance vice, and maintain the reverence 
due to religion, by combining the friends of 
virtue, tends to increaſe their influence, and 
to counteract that perpetual conſpiracy, in which 
the irreligious and the profligate are linked ta- 

4 : | gether, 
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gether, againſt every thing praiſe - worthy and 
venerable. For whence is it that the friends of 
piety and rectitude are not uniformly more 
ſucceſsful in diſſeminating the opinions, and 
recommending the practices they approve, than 
thoſe who ſupport opinions and practices, hoſ= 
tile to the intereſts of ſociety and the majeſty 


of God?—This undoubtedly is principally to be 
attributed to the force of corrupt paſſions, pro- 
curing a ready aſſent to whatever facilitates their 
indulgence, and conceals from notice the miſ- 
chiefs. they produce ;—but it is alſo to be im- 
puted, in a conſiderable degree, to the want of 
union and activity amongſt the pious and the 
good, who too often conceal their ſentiments, 


leaſt their avowal ſhould ſeem oſtentatious or 


hypocritical. Thus they mix in the world, 
undiſtinguiſhed from other men; they remain 
ignorant of each others characters and views, 
and oppoſe vice, each ſingle and unaided, and 
therefore all feebly and ineffectually. The 
vicious and profane, on the contrary, are anx- 
ious to make proſelytes to their opinions, be- 


cauſe the ſuffrage of others ſhelters their ab- 


ſurdity; and labour to multiply the aſſociates 


in their crimes, becauſe by degrading the vir- 
tuous, they ſeem to exalt themſelves. The fea- 
tures of their characters are prominent and de- 


cifi ve ; they immediately diſcover each other, 


D and 
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and as readily combine; and, conſcious that their 
practices are condemned by human laws, and 
the divine command, they reſort to a third rule 
of conduct, even the law of reputation, which 
it is in a certain degree i in their power to con- 
troul and to corrupt; they ſtudy to varniſh over 
the deformity of. their foul deeds, by the glit- 

ter of falſe epithets, and maſk licentiouſneſs, ſel- 
flſhneſs, and impiety, beneath the diſguiſe of affect- 
ed generoſity, falſe honour and philoſophic refine- 
ment. Hence pride and revenge, ſuicide and mur- 
der, are, in the duelliſt, dignified. by the appellati- 

ons of fortitude and ſpirit. The gambler robs you 

of your property, the ſeducer and adulterer 
blaſts your domeſtic happineſs, — not only with- 
out the bluſh of ſhame, but with the pride of 

 ſelf-applauſe f they inſult public decency, and 

_corrupt public morals, by the effrontery with which 
they parade in open day, and they triumph i in 
the kind reception which awaits them, in the 
molt polite and dignified ſociety, Hence oſten- 
tation and luxury are purſued with emulation, 
as the diſtinguiſhing characters of faſhionable 
life ; while the trader and the. artiſt, who ſup- 
plied: the materials of this magnificence, are 
frequently ſuffered to. pine unrequited for their 
toil, in all the miſery of hope deferred, till cre- | 

dit fails, and ruin overwhelms them. 
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'THEsE, and countleſs other evils, ariſe from 

a depraved law of reputation , corrupted by the 
vicious and the vain, and tamely, I had almoſt 
faid wickedly, acquieſced in by the ſerious and 
the good —Againſt this criminal acqu ieſcence, 
our Aſſociation forms the moſt prompt remedy, 
by rearing a ſtandard, under which the virtuous 
may unite, to combat the licentious opinions 
and practices that have gained ground, merely 
becauſe they were never ſeriouſly condemned, 
or actively oppoſed ; and affuredly if all wha 
fincerely, but filently, lament theſe corruptions, 
with one voice reprobated, and with one heart 
oppoſed them, they would gradually be checked 
and diſcountenanced, public opinion and public 
conduct would ſoon receive a decided change— _ 
virtue and religion would re- aſſume their right- 
ful dignity, vice and r hide their heady 
with ſhame. | 


To effect ſuch a reform is Us primary object 
of our union.—In a word, tis the general aim 
of this Aſſociation, to render true chriſtianity not 
merely the object of ſpeculative aſſent, or ver- 
bal acknowledgement; but the governing prin- 
ciple of our lives: For this purpoſe this Aſſo- 
ciation has laboured t0o—DIFFUSE RELIGIOUS: 
KNOWLEDGE—tO RESTORE THE OBSERVANCE 


oo | THE SABBATH—t0 PROMOTE RELIGIOUS 
D 2 EDUCATION 
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* EDUCATION, andeſpecially to REFORM THE CRI- 

MIN AL PoOR.-—A few obſervationson each of theſe 
- meaſures, will, I truſt, evince their importance, 
and animate our zeal for their accompliſhment. 


No one can be at all acquainted with the 
world, and not obſerve the extreme inattention 
of the generality of mankind, to any knowledge 
not neceſſary for ſome temporal purpoſe ;— tis 
- notorious, that moral and religious books meet 
with ſcarcely any purchaſers ;—that the ſtudy of 
the ſcriptures is too frequently neglected amongſt 
the upper claſſes ;—and that amongſt the lower, 
there are many thouſand families with whom 
not a ſingle Bible could be found. Now, 
here ſuch inattention to the divine precepts 
and records prevails, what hope can exiſt that 
merely human exhortations or inſtructions, can 
produce any deep impreſſion or any laſting ef- 
fect? No aſſuredly; all knowledge of true re- 
ligion muſt be founded on the knowledge of 
the Divine Word; all permanent reform ſup- 
ported by a heartfelt reverence for that ſacred 
authority, by which it muſt ultimately be en- 
forced. Full of this conviction, this Aſſocia- 
tion early directed its attention, to the Socix TY 
' FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE 
in this kingdom, the ſole purpoſe of which is 
to diſtribute religious tracts and works amongſt 


the populace.—lt was obſerved with regret, that 


— 


—_ ie 


/ 


the members of this Society were few, com- 


_ pared with the numbers of the opulent who 


ought to contribute to its ſupport, and the mul- 
titudes of the poor who required its affiſtance z— 


to remedy this as far as was in our power, many 


of our members individually united with that 
ſociety, while the Aſſociation collectively ſub- 
ſeribed to its fund; the entire of which has been 


this laſt year applied to purchaſe, and diſtribute 


1300 G ARTO BIBLES, among thoſe who moſt 
wanted ſuch a gitt ;—while our Aſſociation has, 


on its own account, diſtributed above 1 5,000 


But 
by the united efforts of both Societies, while 
limited to their preſent numbers and revenues, 


religious tracts on different ſubj ects. - 


the great maſs of the people can receive but 
little benefit. Here then is an ample field for 
the pious and the liberal, to evince their zeal 
for the promotion of true religion, and the 


eternal happineſs of their fellow-ſervants in the | 
Lord, and in no inſtance is the utility of 272 


ciating more clear and decided than in this. 
Is. a uſeful work to be republiſhed ?—an Aſſo- 
ciation can eaſily defray the expence, which a 
| fingle individual could not undertake. Does 
any man obſerve a weighty duty negleCted ?— 

in ſuch an Aſſociation he can directly find men 
capable of informing him, whether any work 


exiſts calculated to check this evil; or if not, 


he may _ procure aſſiſtance to compoſe and 
| adminiſter 
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adminiſter ſome antidote to the contagion he 
laments.—Thus the ingenuity of the ſpeculative 
and literary may be diverted from the buſy 
trifling of uſeleſs reſearch, to works of the 
higheſt importance to mankind ;—and the good 
ſenſe, the experience, the piety of a fingle 
individual, may excite the. activity and direct 
the exertions of the whole body to diffuſe 
religious knowledge with perſeverance and 


ſucceſs.- 


To PROMOTE THE OBSERVANCE Or THE 
SABBATH naturally became another of the firſt 
objects purſued by our Aſſociation; ſince not 
only the ſacredneſs of the obligation by which it 
is .enforced is undeniable, but if we even conſi- 
der the ſabbath merely as a human inſtitution, 
its obſervance is ſo eſſential to the exiſtence of 
religion, and by conſequence to the well-being 
of ſociety, and the ſalvation of our fellow-crea- 

tures, that to increaſe or reſtore a reverential 
attention to it, is a duty incumbent on every 
than who claims the name of a CHRISTIAN.— 
Without this, every idea of religion would ſoun 
be loſt amongſt us, and the gloom of Atheiſm 
Would overſpread the land. —For how could the 
reverence due to the ſupreme Lord of Heavens 
and Earth he maintained, if there were no 


f places conſecrated to his worſhip, 2 0 ſtated Po 
8 riod 


* 
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riod for collecting all ranks of men in his pre- 
ſence to celebrate his mercies, to bow before 
his majeſty, and in the ſame form of ſound 
words, make known their common requeſts unto 
Gop by prayer and ſupplicatian with thankſgromsp. 
How directly does this ſacred inſtitution tend 
to remind all men of their chriſtian union with 
all their brethren; and thus excite and preſerve 
courteſy, charity, and brotherly love—teaching 
the proud to humble themſelves in the preſence 
of their Gop,—the worldly-minded to calm 
that anxiety, and lull that reſtleſſneſs of ſpirit 
which torments, while it debaſes the ſoul, . and 
leading them fromdrudging on this earth, to look 
up to another and a better world, to fe wy 
not mate with fande, eternal, in the Heavens. 
the natural reſidence of undegraded man. Ho- 
admirably calculated is this ſacred inſtitution to 
check the thoughtleſs, the gay and the voluptuous, 
in the inceſſant career of frivolous engagements 
and luxurious pleaſures, which enervate and de- 
grade the ſoul, —to open their ears to the voice 
of ſoberneſs, and induce them to cultivate that 

piety and ſelf- government, which alone can ſecure 
internal tranquillity and divine acceptance. Oh! 
my fellow chriſtians ! what bleſſed effects would 
follow, were this ſacred day employed for the Pur- 
poſe it is deſigned to promote, if to public wor- 
— each individual would add ſineere Private de- 


votion . 


Eh; 
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votion, examining into his paſt conduct, (particu- 
larly during the preceding week) deploring his 
offences, renewing his reſolutions of amend- 

ment; peruſing devout and practical works, 
and ſtudying with reverence the ſacred ſcrip- 


tures. Would maſters of families never negle& I 
on the evening of this day, at leaſt ſerious family 


prayer; would they inſtruct their children op 
tis day in the proofs and principles of the chriſ- 
tian faith and the duties of chriſtian conduct, — 
would they impreſs on their ſervants by ſuch ex- 
amples a ſpirit of ſerious religion, — and on every 


_  folemnity pointed out by the church read to 
them ſome plain explanation of its origin and 


- deſign, the temper with which it ought to be 
. obſerved, and the effect it ought to produce 
on our hearts and lives. Were theſe things done, 
hoyy rapidly would chriſtian knowledge and 
principles extend themſelves; how quickly 
would cach family become a pure aſylum of 
order, temperance, and picty ;—and every head 


of a family habituated to the performance of 


ſuch acts of public worſhip, family inſtruction 
and prayer and private devotion and ſelf-enqui- 
ry, feel a perpetual check on every irregular 
defire and every vicious habit, and conſtant- 
ly improve in equanimity of temper, regularity 
_ bf life, and purity of heart. But alas ! how 
is this to be expected, while ſuch extreme 
e 


* 


diſſipation, ſuch perpetual levity and irreligion 
mark the manners of the upper claſſes— 
that ſix days in ſeven are not deemed ſuffi- 
cient to waſte in vain oſtentation and unſatiſ- 
fying pleaſure, —when the morning of the 


ſabbath, like every other morning, after per- 


haps a careleſs viſit to the temple of religion, 
rather to ſee and to be ſeen, to admire and 
to criticiſe ſome popular preacher, than to 
fulfil the duties of humiliation and prayer, 

when, I ſay, after this, the whole of this, like 


every other day, is conſumed in the parade of 


ceremonial viſits and the diſplay of dreſs and 
equipage, and its evening again collects the 


ſame light and diſſipated crowds as every other 
evening, to bow and gaze, and to diſperſe 


again, to conſume their hours, not perhaps 


round the card- table, ſome remnant of religi- 
ous decorum, generally, though not univerſally, | 


excludes this favourite gratification; but in em- 
ployments equally unprofitable ; ; in frivolous 
converſation, unmeaning compliment, or un- 
Charitable cenſure.—Sometimes the ſame per- 


formers, who, the preceding night were em- 


ployed to pour forth ſtrains of gaiety and volup- 
tuouſneſs, are commanded now to change them 
for the graver tones of what is called ſacred 
muſic, as if this could juſtify and conſecrate the 


ſcene; as if a meeting, unactuated by a ſingle 


* 
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idea of piety, in which to introduce the very 
name of prayer or praiſe to the Supreme Being 
was a mockery of his majeſty, —as if ſuch a 
meeting could change its nature by the warbling 
of a ſound ;—yet meetings ſuch as theſe are not 
confined to private circles. An inſtitution which 
does honor to humanity; patroniſed by the moſt 
reſpected characters in the land, has encourag- 
ed and adopted ſuch meetings on the evenings 
of this ſacred day,. and throws open its doors to 
receive vanity and levity, idleneſs and folly, for 
the purpoſe of encreaſing its charitable fund; 
and though intoxication and riot have frequently | 

| diſgraced thoſe aſſemblies, though intrigue and 
proſtitution perpetually abuſe them; yet are 
they ſtill retained, and while the giddy faſhion- 
able throng pace again and again the ſame dull 


round of vanity within, — their attendants remain 


without, profaning that holy ſabbath, which by 
the example of their maſters they are taught 


to deſpiſe, by diſſolute or blaſphemous conver- 
ation, by drunkenneſs and debauchery.— Gra- 
cious God ! what ſhall we ſay of this? What a 
fatire is it on the nation, to ſuppoſe no means 
can be found to ſupply the fund of ſuch a cha- 
rity, but by corrupting public morals and pa- 
tronizing the violation of the ſabbath of the 
Lord.—Is it to be wondered at, that this ſa- 
cred day ſhould be deſpiſed and Profaned by 
| the 
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the lower claſſes when ſuch examples prevail? 1 
—With regard to them, how wiſe and benignant 
is the inſtitution of the ſabbath even in its loweſt 
point of view how admirably is it calculated 
to procure a ſalutary reſpite from the inceſſant 
exertions of labour. — to ſtrengthen the weary 
limbs, unbend the wrinkled 155 and cheer 
the drooping ſoul, that induſtry* 2 be again 
reſumed with redoubled ſpirit and chearful acti- 
vity — Alas! how often es the return of this 


holy day bring back with it, not refreſhment, . 


and tranquility, and domeſtic enjoyment, but riot 

and intoxication, waſting in a moment that 

pittance which ought to have ſupplied ſuſtenance 

and comfort to a helpleſs family ?—How often, to 
remedy this prodigality of intemperance, is 

fraud, exaction, and combination, reſorted to, 

laws violated, and commerce wounded in its 
moſt vital part But what is ſtill more dread- 
ful, how inevitably does this profanation of the 
ſabbath produce among the lower claſſes a 
ſecret and filent, but, ſure and rapid diſſolution 
of all moral ties, and the extinction of all re- 
ligious principle At every other time em- 
ployed- in perpetual labour, confined to the 
molt grovling purſuits ; dull, uninformed, un- 
reflecting, their whole ſoul chained to earth, 
how is it poſſible for ſuch men to extricate 
themſelves from the Ta ignorance and 


crrory = 
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error, to acquire the ſmalleſt knowledge of the 
goſpel hiſtory, to learn the firſt rudiments of 
the chriſtian faith, or the leading rules of chriſtian 
morality, or to retain the ſlighteſt trace of pi- 
ety and devotion, if they forſake the only op- 
portunity afforded them, of receiving public in- 
ſtruction and joining in public prayer ?—Thus 
ignorant, thus careleſs, what muſt be the event? 
* Can they practice what they never knew, or 
believe what they never heard? Chriſtians they 
may be in name, but: ſurely ſuch word-homage 
is a mockery of God.—And will not God be 
avenged of ſuch a nation as this? Doubtleſs, 
if we imitate the guilt, we ſhall ſhare the pu- 
niſhment of that city, which the Lord had cho- 
ſen from the whole earth :—* They deſpiſed tie 
holy things of the Moſt High, and profaned his 
Sabbaths.—How dreadful was the conſequence! 
—Therefore have I poured out mine indignation 
upon them; I have conſumed them with the fury 
of my wrath; their own way have J recompenſed 


upon their heads, ſaith — Lord Gad. 


Deeply impreſſed with. a juſt 1 of the 
guilt, and the danger attending ſuch profanation 
of this holy day, this Aſſociation early reſolved, 

to check as far as | poſuble thoſe fatal abuſes; 


and 


* Ezekiel—xxii. 8, 31. 
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and to evince the ſincerity and practicability of 
the attempt, they ſolemnly. pledged themſelves 
to each other to obſerve the Sabbath, and pro- 
mote its obſervance amongſt their families to 
the utmoſt of their power. They unanimouſly. 
reſolved, —I repeat the words of the reſolution, 
to inform others, and to remind ourſelves. 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY—* That as the 


5 66 


cc 


exertions of this Aſſociation in pro- 


moting the ends of its inſtitution, © 


cannot be expected to be of much 


avail, unleſs recommended by the 
example of its members, We, who 
are members of this Aſſociation, do 
agree and mutually promiſe, never 
to employ our ſervants or cattle un- 
neceſſarily on the Lord's Day; that 
we will enforce as much as poſſible 
the attendance of our ſervants at their 
reſpective places of public worſhip ; 
that we will not pay or receive 
on that day needleſs viſits; that we 
will take. pains to inſtruct our families 
in the principles of the chriſtian re- 


ligion, either by advice, or by put- 


ting into their hands good books for 


that purpoſe, ſuited to their ſeveral 
capacities and circumſtances ; and 


cc that 
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« that we will countenance and make 
a uſe of family prayers teſpectively i in 
„ our houſes, if not PET by un- 

os * neceſſity. 7 


To promote amongſt others the fame ſenti. 
ments and the ſame practice, they diſperſed a 
thouſand: copies of an addreſs on the obſervance 
of the Sabbath, compoſed by a late able and 

exemplary divine; and they ventured to ſuggeſt 
to the prelate who preſides over this dioceſe, 
the propriety. of directing his clergy, on one 

and the ſame Sunday, to addreſs their reſpec- 
tive congregations on this important ſubject, 
and rouſe the public mind to obſerve, and to 
reform theſe fatal profanations of this facred 
ordinance. This idea was adopted with a ready 
and condeſcending attention to the objects of 
this Aſſociation, which merited and received its 
warmeſt thanks. 


The efficacy of this wiſe and chriſtian mea- 
ſure muſt have been conſiderable, and will no 
doubt increaſe.— It remains for us to hope that, 
#3 the numbers of our Aſſociation augment, 
and its principles are better conſidered, the ex- 
ample it exhibits will be more generally imi- 
"tated, and the upper claſſes - induced to keep 
holy the Sabbath of the God of 6 or the 


lower 


1 
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lower orders we hu mbly confide, that the Le- 
giſlature will adopt the only meaſure which 
ſeems capable of checking the abuſe of the holy 
feſtival, by PROHIBITING TOTALLY THE SALE - 
or SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS ON THE SABBATH ; 
—a regulation which, if ſupported by the vi- 
gilance and authority of all who poſſeſs autho- 
rity, would gradually wean the populace from 
their intemperance and debauchery, and reſtore 
them firſt to habits of ſobriety, and then to 

the ſeriouſneſs of religion.— In the mean time 
all friends to virtue and religion ſhould aſſu- 
redly exert themſelves to forward a reformation 
ſo deſirable, and if only for this ſingle 7 
unite wa and ſupport this Aſſociation. 


| Rerticiovs EpvcarTIOn forms the next 
ſubject, to which this Aſſociation has directed 
its attention.—'Tis not neceſſary in this aſſem- 
bly, minutely to expoſe the fallacy of that in- 
ſidious ſophiſtry, which would baniſh religious 
inſtruction from all ſyſtems of education; as 
if it were unreaſonable to prejudice the yet im- 
mature underſtanding, in favour of any particu- 
lar Faith, or form the mind to any habits of 
devotion; before the proofs of that Faith were 
clearly underſtood, and the principles on which 
devotion is founded fully ſeen.—You well know 
that to wait till reaſon, unaſſiſted, were able to 

trace 
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trace the attributes of the Deity in his works, 
and compare the different ſyſtems of religion 
to diſcover his will; would be, in the great 


bulk of mankind, to wait for ever; and even 


in the moſt mature and cultivated minds, to 
wait till the whole ſoul was ſo enſlaved by paſ- 
ſion, and engroſſed by worldly purſuits, that all 
religious enquiry would ſeem impertinent, and 
all religious reſtraint intolerable. Vou know 
tis impoſſible to keep the mind neutral and 


unbiaſſed in religion. If it is not pre-occupied 


by true, it will infallibly adopt falſe principles; 

jf it does not early receive impreſſions of pi- 
ety, it will gradually be hardened into neg- 
ligence and contempt of every thing ſacred, 
familiariſed to and polluted by every thing pro- 


flane.— lt is therefore the firſt duty of every hu- 


man being, to whom the culture of an infant 
mind is entruſted, to imprint on it, from the 
firſt dawn of reaſon, the principles, and train it 
to the practice of genuine piety es, my fel- 
low-chriſtians, the unpolluted, uncorrupted minds 
of theſe little ones, whom Providence has en- 
truſted to our care, are the true ſoil prepared 
by God and nature, wherein to plant the ſeeds 
of pure religion, that ſecure, they will bring 
forth fruit to eternal life. —But can it be ne- 
ceſſary to dwell on a topic not more important 


than plain 7— Would to Gop that every man 
who 
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who hears me, were ſo fully convinced of the 
great, the unſpeakable 1 importance of a religious | 
education, and ſo deeply im greſſed with the dread- 
ful conſequences which attind the neglect of it, 
that all exhortations on this ſubject were ſuper- 
fluous. © But are theſe things indeed ſo. ?—Have 
you conſtantly acted, - as you. muſt have done, 
if ſuch conviction was imprinted on your hearts? 
Have you educated your own children reli- 
 giouſly ?—Have you taken care to imprint upon 
their tender minds, an awful ſenſe of the exiſ- 
tence and perfections of the Supreme Gop ?— 
Have you habituated them to aſſociate the idea 
of his goodneſs, with every bleſſing they enjoy; 
to conſider every action, word, and thought, 
as ſubject to his inſpection; and every event 
as dependent on his power ? — Have you la- 
boured to raiſe their minds gradually from ſen- 
fible to ſpiritual objects, from the creature to 
the Creator, from natural to revealed religion, 
and from the ſenſe of human guilt and weak- 
neſs, to a grateful and humble reliance on the 
mercy of their Redeemer and their Judge?— 

Have they been taught to ſtudy the word of 
Gop, not as an irkſome taſk, not as a childiſh 
exerciſe, to be laid aſide at the maturity of 
reaſon, and the happy æra of manly liberty; 
but as it is in truth, the charter of their deareſt 
rights, the ſupreme rule of their conduct, their 


E "PF ; 
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only guide to life and immortality ?—Have they 
ſeen your inſtructions on this ſacred ſubject 
ſanctioned by your example; and this part of 

their education exalted into importance, by be- 
ing the only one which has never been en- 
tirely or principally truſted to others, but which 
is conſtantly ſuperintended by your own care, 
and enforced by your own authority — 


my fellow-chriſtians, if your piety has been 


thus heartfelt, if ſuch has been your anxiety to 
- - communicate the knowledge, and ſecure the 
bleſſings of chriſtianity to your own offspring, 
you will want no perſuaſions to actuate that pi- 


. ety to ſupport zealouſly all ſchemes for the 


- furtherance of religious education. You have 
| ſeen the happy effects of your parental vigi- 

lance, day by hay more fully diſplayed, in the 

improvement of your ſacred charge in virtue 
* 5 Lou have ſeen them growing in 
as in ſtature, and in favour with God 
; — man. Vou know, for you have felt, the 


% pure, the exalted, the chriſtian joy, which 
ſwells the foul at ſuch a fight as this ;—and 


| you will cagerly graſp at every opportunity of 
multiplying the ſources. of ſuch joy, of extend- 
ing ſuch invaluable bleflings, and indulging this, 
the trueſt luxury of virtuous minds. But is 
the reverſe of this the truth ?—Have your chil- 
9 area been taught to confider your tranſmitting 
4” 
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to them the ſame wealth and tank, yourſelves 
enjoy, undiminiſhed and undegraded, as your 
firſt parental duty, and the moſt decifive proof 


of your affection : Have they ſeen, that to 


effect this was the object of all your ſolicitude, 
the ſcope of all your inſtructions; while for 
religion, the mother has been too diſſipated, and 


the father too buſy to attend to it PRA VIER 


Have they rarely ſeen you practice it your- 
| ſelves?—Haye you ſeldom and lightly explained 
its neceſlity, or inſtructed them in its nature 


and forms; and been ſtill more careleſs in ſee- 
ing your precepts, ſuch as they were, attended 


to?— Tur HoLy BIBIE - do they never ſee it 
engage your attention Is it never read, ſtu- 


died, talked of, ſcarce ſo much as feet ?— 
Every other learning is inculcated with care, 
its importance is magnified, emulation is rouſ- 


ed, diligence rewarded, eminence praiſed. But 


the knowledge of God's words and God's will 


is left to chance, or to the ignorance and care- 


leflneſs of ſome contemptible mercenary me- 
_ nal; and the piece-meal information, which the 
public reading of the ſcriptures in this place, 
inftils into the vacant and thoughtleſs minds of 
youth, imperfe&tly underſtood and rapidly diſ- 


miſſed. And what is the conſequence ?—The- 


children of the moſt wealthy and exalted, are ſent 


8 into the world moſt groſsly, and ſhamefully, and 
| E 2 _ 
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fatally ignorant of the plaineſt truths, the lead- 
ing facts, and the main foundations of the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt - profeſſing a religion which they 
know only in name, and. avowing a faith they 
never felt ;—and not only: ignorant in their re- 
ligion, for ſuch might be inſtructed, but indif- 
ferent to it. And what reſource then remains 
for indifference, for contempt Where ſhall 
we find a remedy his is not the fiction of 
imagination, 1 ſolemnly declare to you it is 
not. Such ignorance and ſuch irreligion have 
| prevailed, I know, for. I have ſeen 1 51 where 
better thin g ſhould have been found. 


| What can | be the cauſe of ſuch 888 

Either that parents are themſelves void of all 
ſenſe of virtue and piety, or that. this ſenſe is 
overpowered by the cares and the Pleaſures of 
the world. Tis doubtleſs impoſſible, in the 
conſtant intercourſe of domeſtic life, to coun- 
terfeit a ſeriouſneſs we do not feel, to inculcate 
on our children principles which do not actuate 
our. own conduct, or train them to habits, and 
inſpire them with feelings of devotion, directly 
contrary to our own modes of life, and the ſen- 
timents that breath involuntary forth in our own 
converſation. Here then let each parent con- 
template the effects of his conduct on thoſe 


' whoſe happineſs pings he values as dearer 
than 
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than his own. For yourſelves poſſibly you look 
forward to ſome late, but radical reform, per- 
haps to a death-bed repentance l- which may 


reſtore you, as you hope, to the favour of your 


GOD.—— Now grant for a moment it were 
reaſonable to riſk your own eternal happineſs 
on the chance of ſuch a reform, yet, will you 
expoſe to the ſame hazard, the fate of theſe your 
little ones?—Oh, no! If it were but for their 
fakes; labour to form your character and prin- 
ciples to piety, that you may become fit guides 


of their ſteps, fit inſtructors of their tender 


minds. But though you feel the importance 
of religion, you are” diſtracted by the anxiety 
of worldly buſineſs. And for whom is this anx- 
iety ? Is it not for the welfare of your children? 

If this be indeed your object, awake from ſuch fatal 
negligence; remember nothing can atone to them 
for ſuch neglect.Aſſure yourſelves, for parental _ 
inſtruction. in religion no adequate ſubſtitute can 
be found.—In vain will any maſter inculcate 
the moſt facred truths, if the parent will not 
aſſiſt his. exertion; the child will never re- 
gard that knowledge as the moſt important, 


which he perceives they who are moſt anx- 
Thus 


ious for his welfare utterly neglect.— 
his reliance on your judgment, his confi- 
dence on your affection, which ought to 
guide him to virtue and to happineſs, will 
betray him into impicty and vice.— What pa- 


rent 
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tent will not ſhudder at the conſequence "a 
For mark the progreſs of thoſe wretched chil- 
| dren who have been thus negleted.—Are they 
not in youth licentious and debauched ?—In 
manhood, worldly- minded, ambitious, and cor- 


rupt.—-In proſperity, haughty and violent. —In 


adverſity, cheerleſs and gloomy.—Life paſſes 
without religion, and death comes without 

. and they are perhaps hurried before 
the judgment ſeat of God, while they are even 


Fpaept engaged in denying his exiſtence and ſeoffing 


at his name. Gracious God ! could the pa- 
vent behold his child writhing in the agonies 
of *Geath, a death probably haſtened by the 
| effects, and embittered by the recollection of 
his . crimes !—His laſt hours cheered by no 


|.  proſped of futurity,—unſupported by any ſenſe 


ofa redeemer's love,--trembling at the horrors of 
expected puniſhment,—or comforted only by the 
hope of annihilation.—Could he compare ſuch 
A a death-bed with the diffolutian, of a - chriſtian, 

bearing his preſent pains with patient reſignati- 
on, looking back with confidence and joy on 2 
life marked with i innocence, purity, and devo- 
tion, reſigning his ſoul into his. redeemer's 
hand, with a ſure and certain hope of re- 


geiving a crown of glory at the reſurrection of 


the juſt, exclaiming, Oh death! where is thy 
+; ſting? —Oh grave | where is thy victory ?'— 
IF I OOO | On 
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Can any parent reflect it is in his power by 

the principles he inſtills, and the habits to which 
he trains the mind of his child, to determine 
whether he ſhall lead the life and die the death 
of the righteous,—or lead a carnal and worldly 

life, and incur that condemnation which ſuch 
guilt muſt receive from that God who is of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity ; and after ſuch a 
reflection, can a chriſtian negle& this moſt ſa- 
cred duty of parental love.—Now, if religiouſly 
to educate your own children is thus the firſt 
duty of a chriſtian, highly, ſarely, muſt we eſti- 
mate the importance of promoting tlie religi- 
ous education of all over whom your influence 
extends. Are you a clergyman ? The moſt fa- 
cred obligation your moſt ſacred profeſſion im- 
poſes, is to forward religious education amongſt 
thoſe committed to your care.—Are you poſ- 
ſeſſed of wealth and authority? Never can you | 
_-employ them for a nobler purpoſe, than in 
diffuſing the invaluable bleſſing of religious edu- 
cation. 5 2 7 


Conſcious of the importance of the ſubject, 
this Aſſociation early appointed a committee, 
to diſcover the manifold defects in the preſent 
mode of education, adopted by the various ranks 
of ſociety in the different periods of life, as 
they affect religious inſtruction, diſcipline, and 


example 3— 
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example; to point out the ml effectual re- 
medies for theſe defects, and to deviſe means 
for ſecuring the general adoption of theſe re- 
medies.— That committee is ſtill employed in 
this enquiry ; it has invited, and will, I truſt, 
obtain, the co-operation of the whole Society, 
to aſſiſt its reſearches, and facilitate the exe- 
cution of its plans; ſince, for ſuch a purpole, 
it is plainly neceſſary to unite the experience of 
teachers and parents, who have themſelves pre- 
ſided over the education of youth ; the more 
general knowledge of the world, which men 
engaged in active life alone attain ; the inge- 
nuity of the ſpeculative reaſoner, who has trac- 
ed the movements of the human mind, and the 
cauſes which principally determine the human 
character; — the pious reſearches of the divine, 
who poſſeſſes a clear knowledge of the great 
truths and duties of chriſtianity, the proofs on 
which they depend, and the means by which 
they may be moſt effectually enforced ; ;—the 
perſuaſive powers of eloquence, and the com- 
manding influence of authority—all ſhould com- 
bine to effect that great reform, which the 
preſent ſtate of religious education certainly re- 
quires. But while the Aſſociation are em- 
ployed on this difficult and extenſive deſign, 
they have not neglected the more obvious ex- 
2 rent” for 0 the utility of thoſe nu- 
| merous 
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merous inſtitutions, which pious munificence 
has eſtabliſhed for the inſtruction of the poorer 
_ claſſes. , They have encouraged the practice of 
regular catechiſing in the parochial ſchools of 


Dublin, by holding an extraordinary examina- 


tion for all the children of the different ſchools, 
and by diſtributing premiums amongſt the beſt 
anſwerers. The effects of this have been al- 
ready conſpicuous: on the laſt year only 40 ap- 
peared, and but 11 premiums were diſtributed 
on this year the number encreaſed to 179, 
and 60 premiums were adjudged. The atten- 
tion and ſagacity diſplayed by theſe little ones, 
on theſe occaſions, prove abundantly the utility 

of this plan, and muſt fill the mind of every 

pious chriſtian with the ſincereſt exultation, at 
beholding ſo many children reſcued from the 
oppreſſion of poverty and | ignorance, and exert- 
ing their faculties with the cheerfulneſs of h6- 
neſt emulation, to run the race of virtue, and 
ſnatch the crown due to ſuperior proficiency 
in religious knowledge and religious zeal.— 
Nor. has the Aſſociation reſted fatisfied with 
enlivening the activity, and enereaſing the effi- 
cacy of the ſchools already eſtabliſhed ;—it has 
from its own. precarious fund, formed a GaRr- 
RISON School for the ChILDREN of SoL- - 
DIERS, Who, as they devote their time, and 
hazard their lives for the defence of the State, 
ſurely 
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furely well deſerve that the public ſhould pro- 


vide for the inſtruction of their offspring, which 
they are compelled to neglect; ſince their ſcan- 


ty pittance, ſcarce ſufficient to afford the ne- 
ceſſaries of life to their helpleſs little ones, is 
utterly inadequate to the purchaſe of inſtruc- 


tion; and their perpetual migration from one 


15 quarter to another, as public convenience re- 


quires, precludes their children from receiving 
any permanent aid from the public ſeminaries, 
which are generally remote from the temporary 


reſidence of the parent. Here therefore this 
Aſſociation has interpoſed, and provided a maſ- 
ter and miſtreſs to inſtruct theſe children of tlie 


State, in ſuch elements of learning as may en- 
able them to become uſeful members of ſoci- 
ety ; as well as in the principles and practice of 
true religion, neceſſary to ſecure their virtue 


and happineſs, through all eternity. The be- 
nefits of this inſtitution: will, it is hoped, be- 
come more extenſive and effectual, as the funds 


of the Society improve, from the enlargement 
'of its numbers, and the contribution of its mem- 
bers becoming more ample than they hitherto 
have been; an advantage to be looked for with 
full confidence, as the neceflity of increaſing 
their liberality becomes daily more apparent, 
for promoting the various objects which the 
vert of the Aſſociation require it to ſup- 

Port. 
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I But another claſs of children has avis. 
the attention of the Society, whoſe miſery is 
moſt extreme; whoſe ruin if unattended to, is 
' moſt certain and irretrievable, the ILD RRR 
or THE CRIMINAL PooR ; children who have 
themſelves been criminal ;—children, whoſe pa- 
rents having forfeited their lives to offended 
juſtice, or having been baniſhed from their 
country as peſtilential members of ſociety, have 
left their wretched progeny, if feeble and help- 
leſs, to linger out a painful exiſtence, till cold, 
and nakedneſs, and famine, cloſe their days by 
the moſt agonizing death ;—if mature in ſtrength 
and cunning, their fate is ſtill more deplorable ; 
deſtitute of every honeſt reſource, branded with 


the ſtigma of hereditary infamy, and driven from 


the ſociety of the virtuous and induſtrious, what 
remains but to turn to proſtitution or plunder, 
to robbery or murder for ſupport, and after 
exerciſing that expertneſs $ in villainy they derive 
from their parents, in multiplying public erimes, 
and increaſing public miſery, to fink victims to 
offended law, Sing: that religion and that 
government, which was vigilant not to reform; 
but to deſtroy; and was inexorable in the pu- 
niſhment of guilt, without providing any means 
to relieve the miſery, or remove the i ignorance 
from whence that guilt derived its origin. But 
J will not dwell on the neceſſity or advantages 
of 


: | 
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of this inſtitution, as its claims to, public mu- 
nificence are ſoon to be brought forward in a 
public manner; I mention it for the purpoſe of 
evincing the utility of the Aſſociation, Which 
firſt ſuggeſted the plan, and many of whoſe 
members have contributed liberally to its com- 
pletion;—A ſimilar ſpirit is now active in form- 
ing another aſylum, equally benevolent and ne- 
ceſſary— TH WORK-HOUSE AND PENITENTI- 
ARY, WHERE PENITENT FEMALES are recelv- 
ed, ſheltered from the miſeries of poverty, and 
the ſtill more dreadful miſery of infamy and 
vice; their return to virtue and to God encou- 
raged, and the arm of mercy extended to ſup- 
port their trembling ſteps, till theſe mourners 
regain the forſaken paths of piety and peace. 
May the Divine Bleſſing give to both theſe 
ſalutary ſchemes their full efficacy, in reſtrain- 
ing the contagion of guilt, and turning many 
to righteouſneſs !—I mention this laſt inſtitution, 
though it did not originate in our Aſſociation, 
becauſe it tends to promote the ſame general 
object, and becauſe both equally afford a ſhort 
and deciſive refutation of that ſhallow pretext, 
which is ſometimes employed to excuſe or to 
conceal that careleſſneſs, which overlooks the 
miſeries of our fellow- creatures; that hardneſs 
of heart which cloſes our ears againſt their cries, 


and that avarice which prefers its ſordid grati- 
| fication 
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tification to the indulgence of. bend and 
the dictates of religion. Ves, theſe two in- 
ſtitutions prove to demonſtration, how weak and 
falſe it is to aſſert, that our inſtitutions for 
the. inſtruction of poverty, and the reformation 
of vice, are ſo, numerous, | ſo munificent, : there 
can be no occaſion for ſelecting new objects of 
beneficence No there will ever be room 
for chriſtian charity to extend the bleſſings of 
mexey and religion, and diſcover new modes of 
relieving wretchedneſs and reforming vice. 
Nothing, therefore, can be more adviſable chat 
ſuch Afſbeiations as that I now recommend to 
public attention, which ſo directly tend to ex- 
eite a conſtant vigilance, and form a conſtant 
union amongſt the friends. of piety and humanity, | 
and thus perpetually - multiply and invigorate 


their exertions in the cauſe of religion and hu- 
manity. 1 


Beſides che Jenting objects 7 have A 
pointed out, the Aſſociation has endeavoured to 
prevent the frequency of perjury, by drawing 
up a brief, but affecting explanation of the na- 
ture of oaths and à ſolemn form of admini- 
ſterin g them, which when their nature and im- 

portance ſhall have been generally conſidered, 
will, it is hoped, meet with a general re- 
ce gan. and produce a conſiderable effect.— It 


has 
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has laboured to revive the cuſtom of 

ing ſermons in aſſize towns, and thus impretng 
on the minds of the populace, 4 ſerious ſenſe 
of the enormous guilt of falſe witneſs, as well 
as the ſacredneſs of thoſe obligations which en- 
force ſubmiflion to law, and the preſervation 
of peace. When the reaſonableneſs of this 
meaſure is generally reflected upon, it can ſcarce. 
ly be doubted that thoſe truly reſpectable 
characters, who preſide on the different 
eireuits, will ſupport this pions effort to re- 
ſore to religion and to juſtice, that mutual 
ſtrength and authoritative ſanction which they 
muſt” derive from its being clearly ſeen, that 


human laws and the divine commands are uni- 


| ted in one harmonious ſyſtem, and that both 
combine to guard private ſecurity and public 
happineſs.——The Aſſociation has alſo endea- 
voured to prevent, or at leaſt as far as poſſible to 
diminiſh the temptations to fraud and gambling, 
during the period of lottery-drawing, which fo 
| perpetually feduce the lower claſs of inhabitants 
in this metropolis, to idleneſs and vice, and 
they rely on the future aid of the legiſlature 
to co-operate in this defign.—Further, it has 
deſcended to objects, which however minute, 
are yet highly important, even to check that pro- 
fuſion of obſcene pictures and compoſitions which 
ſo * infect the minds of their readers 

of 
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of every age, and eſpecially of youth, with the 
contagion of impuriy. In a word, this Aſſo- 


ciation has endeavoured to direct its attention to 
every defect in public morals, and every ſource 
of public corruption which it has had any op- 
_ portunity of diſcovering, or any pac to re- 


form. 


We 3 now, my 8 3 che 


general principles on which this Aſſociation was 


founded, the effects it has hitherto produced, and 


the plans in the execution of which it is now 
engaged. —it only remains to examine our own 
hearts, and judge whether we ſhall ſupport 


ſuch principles, —whether we ſhall labour to 


extend. ſuch effects,. whether we ſhall aſſiſt in 


I | the execution of thoſe plans with chriſtian zeal 
and manly perſeverance, or fink into coldneſs 


and inaction, and ſuffer this ſalutary, I had al- 
moſt faid this ſacred inſtitution, to dwindle into 
inſignificance and contempt.— And can this be 


for a moment a ſubject of doubt and heſitation 
in any chriſtian mind? Are there any who have 


thought this a merely ſpeculative and talking 
aflembly, unworthy the attention of a man oc- 
cupied in ſerious buſineſs and important purſuits ? 
Let ſuch conſider whether the buſineſs of this 
Aſſociation, is not the moſt ſerious, and its 
purſuits. the moſt un portant, which can occupy 
ER | . >. - 
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the human mind. Is it not of i importance to al- 
ter, if poſſible, the depraved law of reputation, 
to check the extravagance of luxury, to ſhame 
the audacity of vice ?—ls it not important to 
diffuſe religious knowledge, promote religious 
education, reſtore the due obſervation of: the 
"fabbath, and guard againſt the crime of per- 
jury ?—Is it not a praiſe-worthy purſuit to en- 
courage the emulation of thoſe children of po- 
verty, whom public munificence has adopted, in 
chriſtian knowledge and chriſtian piety ?—And 
above all, is it not a truly beneficent employ- 
ment to reform the criminal poor, to change 
them from being the diſgrace and peſt of ſo- 
_ ciety, into uſeful honeſt citizens, from being 
the ſlaves and the victims of vice, to transform 
them into the followers of virtue and the friends 
of heaven. If, on the contrary, there are others 
who confeſs the Importance and utility of theſe 
plans, but who conceive them too extenſive, too 
impracticable for any private Aſſociation to at- 
tempt, and condemn or deride our efforts as 
chimerical, let ſuch examine into facts, and 
learn whether in this capital, a great majority of 
thoſe aſylums, in which poverty, diſeaſe, and mi- 
ſery find refuge, - thoſe ſchools where ſuch mul- 
titudes are. nurtured in religion and induſtry ; 
whether almoſt all of theſe, did not derive their 
2 from the voluntary exertions of ſome Aſ- 
ſociation, | 


V ” 
* -% 


ITA £8806taTION, ” =D 


| fociation, | or even of ſome individual: Whole 
influence” and wealth at firſt muſt have ſeemed 
more inadequate to the accompliſhment of any 
extenſi vely uſeful undertaking, . our Aﬀoci- 
ation, to any object it purſues. Have they 
not riſen from ſmall and obſcure beginnings to 
notice and celebrity And why, with equal per- 
ſeverance, ſhould we deſpair of fimilar ſucceſs ? | 
hut to appeal to inſtances ſtill more pertinent, 
—obſerve whether thoſe academies and ſocie- 
ties, which have been moſt conf picuouſly uſeful” 
in diſſeminating knowledge over the european 
world, have not derived their ori gin from vo- 
luntary Aſſociation ?—And, what is exactly pa- 
rallel to our inſtitution,— view the riſe and pro 
greſs of the Society for promoting Chriſtian 
Knowledge in our fiſter kingdom.—Of the Phi- 
lanthropic Society, from which we. derive the | 
plan of reforming the criminal poor and 
above all the ſociety for propagating the Goſ- 
pel the efficacy of whoſe labours has been at 
different times felt in almoſt every region of 
the habitable globe; — and then reflect, have 
not all of theſe originated in voluntary Aſ- 
ſociations, which, like ours, commenced weak 
and obſcure, but gradually acquired ſtrength, 
and finally haye contributed moſt materially | 
and extenſively to diffuſe virtue, piety, and hap- 
pineſs.— And after ſuch exaniples ſhall we 
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deſpair,—with a cauſe equally virtuous and ſa- 
cred in a countty alive to the impulſe of 
humanity, and bleſſed with the pureſt form of 
the chriſtian faith—at a period when every man 
of ſenſe and reflection muſt be deeply ſtruck 
with the miſeries attendant on national corrup- 
tion, and therefore anxious to promote reforma- 
tion of manners, and diffuſe true religion.— In 
ſuch a ſituation and in ſuch a cauſe, ſhall we diſ- 
pair ?——Nay, does not our paſt progreſs encou- 
rage the moſt animating hopes ?—Let it be 
remembered, that only 18 - months back, did 
this Aſſociation commence, and that it conſiſt- 
ed of only THREE members; and that in that 
period it has increaſed to more than TRE 
HUNDRED, and in this number includes many 
characters, amongſt the foremoſt in the land, 
for dignity, opulence, talents, and juſt reputa- 
tion. View the effects it has produced—the 
general attention it has excited the utility of 
the meaſures it adopts, and ſhall we not perſe- 
vere ? May we not expect with confidence that 
the numbers, the funds, the exertions of this 
Aſſociation will daily extend its examples 
attract daily more followers, —and its efficacy 
daily increaſe Ves, my brethern, this Aſſo- 
ciation merits, and will aſſuredly obtain the 
co-operation of all who acknowledge the truth 
of the goſpel faith, and the beneficial ten- 
dency 
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dency of goſpel morality. —— Should unhap- | 
pily the reverſe of this take place—ſhould- a 
ſpirit of trifling and cavilling or diſſention in- 


trude—ſhould our ſerious meetings degenerate 


into a debating club employed in queſtions of 
order, in verbal criticiſms, or perſonal ' invec- 
tive—ſhould a temporiſing and ſelfiſh policy 
check every manly and effective plan of pub- 
lic utility, —alas ! how fatal will be the conſe- 
quence ?—How ſoon would public deriſion and 
contempt cruſh our puny and abortive efforts? 
And how would the precedent of our ill ſuc- 
_ ceſs. check every future attempt to reform or 
inſtruct a licentious and irreligious age ?—And 
againſt theſe things, how ſhall we guard, my 


\ brethren? Only by poſſeſſing ourſelves with a 
ſerious and heartfelt ſenſe of the unſpeakable 8 


importance of true rel gion, — and the ſtrict 
obligation incumbent on all ' who profeſs the 
name of Chriſt, to promote the temporal and 
eternal happineſs of all his fellow-ſervants in 
the Lord. 


This humble, this pious FRY of mind 
alone, can give gravity | to our deliberatione, 

true wiſdom to our deciſions, and to our mea- 
ſures conſiſtency and effect. By this alone 
can we ſecure the approbation and the aid of 
the reſpectable and the virtuous amongſt men, 
„„ and 
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and the favour and bleſſing of God. Actuated 
by this, we will ſee the ſtrict neceſſity of exhi- 
biting in our own perſons and conduct, exam- 
ples of that reformation of manners, and reve- 
rence to religion, which we: labour to recom- 
mend. Ves, my brethren, the ſcrutinizing eye 
of public attention, will aſſuredly be daily fixed 
more and more, on the characters of thoſe who 
belong to this Aſſociation.— Are we remiſs in 
the education of our children, in family inſtruc- 
tion, family prayer, and in the obſervance of 
the Sabbath of the Lord ? our attempt to induce 
others to attend to them will be worſe than inef- 
fectual, it will operate to diſcredit all efforts at 
piety, and all attempts to reform. —# * Thou 
4 4 teacheft another, teacheft thou not thyſelf?” 
is a queſtion which all will aſk, and on the an- 
wer to which wall almoſt wholly depend the 
| ſacoeſs of every meaſure. you propoſe.—But 
while all the individuals who form this Aſſocia- 
tion, are obliged to do every thing i in their pow- 
er to forward the intereſts of virtue and religion, | 
by the examples they exhibit, and the adoption 


of every meafure that can promote inſtruction 


_ and: reformation. There are certain claſſes of 
men - amongſt. us, on whom this obligation 1s 


1 mare ſtrict, as their conduct is more 
. „ | 


* nem. 21. 
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conſpicuous, and their influence more exten 
five. TO ſuch I would addreſs a few words 
of ſincere and FIT gn,” before 1 c 


To you, inthe firſt ken I dreſs :myfel, 1 
Providence has bleſſed with wr ALTH; wealth, 
which enables you to relia vs the miſery of poverty, 
whenever you hear its complaint, and to ſupply the 
means of inſtruction, wherever you diſcover 
that ignorance exiſts; wealth, which can pur- 
chaſe the co-operation, of induſtry and genius, 
to execute every plan you approve, and ſecure 
the attention of the inferior claſſes of ſociety, 
to every ſcheme you recommend. Oh! my 
fellow-chriſtians ! think how will you anſwer 
to your conſcience and your God, if you em- 
ploy this all- powerful inſtrument of evil or of 
good, to effect only vain or ſelfiſh, or vicious 
purpoſes, while you neglect to apply it in ſup- 
port of virtue and chriſtianity. Tis yours to 
purchaſe and diſperſe amongſt the lower claſſes, 
and eſpecially your own dependents and your 
own tenantry, the ſacred Scriptures ; to mul- 
tiply parochial and Sunday ſchools, to employ 
the ableſt maſters to preſide in theſe ſeminaries, 
and by rewards and protection encourage emu- 
lation . the children. Shall the ſcheme 

for 
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for reforming the criminal Poor, languiſſi for 
want of your contributions, and the funds of 


the Aſſociation exhibit a melancholy proof of 


your frugality, in the indulgence of benevolence, 
and the ſupport of religion ?!—No—l am con- 


ident theſe things will not be. I turn from you to 


YVEGISEATORS AND MAGISTRATES, to all whom 
the community has entruſted with the guardian- 
ſhip of its welfare, and the execution. of its 


laws. In the moſt earneſt and humble manner, 


I entreat all who bear this high, this facred 
truſt, to attend to the principles of this Aſſo- 
ciation z to examine its plans, and if indeed vir- 
tus and religion are the baſis of public ſecurity 


and public happineſs, if law, and order, and 


peace, can be preſerved moſt! permanently and 


; effectually, by inculcating the principles of chriſ- 


tianity, and reſtraining vice and profaneneſs,—oh 


prove you do not bear the ſword in vain, but 


that you are indeed the miniſters of God, by 
being a terror to thoſe who do evil. Let not 


intoxication and riot profane the Sabbath with 
impunity. © Let not the ſacred name of God 


be mocked by the common ſwearer, or tram- 


pled on by impious perjury. From your pious 
zeal, virtue and chriſtianity muſt derive decided 


5 Frog effectual ſupport; you will take care that 


ho public meaſure: ſhall be adopted, without 


the 8 ſerious attention to its probable ef- 
| _ 
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focts on the morals and religion of the people, 
| antecedent to its adoption, or perſevered in, if 
it ſhall be found to corrupt moi als, or degrade 
religion. You will ſuffer no mode of ſupplyin 
the exigencies of the State to be reſorted to, that 
expoſes the ſobriety or the integrity of the lower 
claſſes to | temptation and hazard. To provide 
for implanting. in the great body of the people 
religious principles, and training them to vir- 
tuous cenduct, by a well-digeſted and faithfully 
executed plan of national education, will, by 
your exertions, become a leading object of le- 
gillative care. To prevent the perpetration of 
erimes by falutary diſcipline, will employ your 
| exertions as magiſtrates, as much as to chaſtiſe 
them by rigorous ' puniſhment ; ; and to reform 
| rather than exterminate criminals, will be the 
anxious care of juſtice, tempered by humanity. 
la a word, amidſt the various objects of public 
vigilance, and the various ſchemes of public 
reform, it will be ſeen that the reformation of 
manners holds the higheſt place; and that the 
attention of the wiſe and powerful, will not be 
more actively directed to correct errors in the 
frame or adminiſtration of government, and bring 
back political inſtitutions to their original deſign, 
than to reſtore to virtue its influence, and to 
religion its juſt controul.— But I forbeat—only _ 
Et the At of the * de che goide'of = 


N ; your 
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your conduct, and public . will be al- 
. its reſult. = 


1 the laſt place. m my. REVEREND BRETHREN, 
1 addreſs. myſelf to you. I rejoice to find; that 
from the very firſt riſe of this Aſſociation, you | 
| have prefied forward with a zeal becoming your 
facred office, to extend its influence, and ſup- 
port its objects. I truſt 1 need not remind you 
of the ict obligation by which we all ſo- 
lemnly bound ourſelves, when we entered into 
the facred miniſtry. I need not remind you 
of the ſtupendous importance of right or wrong 
conduct, to. ourſelves, to thoſe committed to 
our charge, to our country, nay, N * 5 
benen intereſt of weckten * 


At this 3 fe theſe — can- 
not fail to ſtrike you with reſiſtleſs force. Ves, 
my reverend brethren, the preſent ſtate of re- 
ügion c calls for our moſt active exertions the 
oppoſition we have to encounter is moſt formi- 
dable, the conflict muſt be arduous. We have 
to contend with levity and indifference, with 
diſſipation and luxury, with ſophiſtry and ſcep- 
ticiſm, with debauchery and profaneneſs. Our 
views are ever liable to be miſtaken, our actions 
to be miſrepreſented. our inadvertencies to be 
e into crimes, and our tranſgrefſions 


obſerved 
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obſerved with vigilance, and reported with ag- 
gravation. The nature of the proviſion Y,ẽhr 
is alloted for our ſupport, tends to expoſe us to 
Popular odium, and engage us in perſonal liti- 
gation; — and unhappily thoſe WhO require ex- 
hortation and reproof, are leaſt diſpoſed to bear 
them, and our ſervices are ever moſt underva- 
lued:. where they are moſt neceſſary. But 
though thus ſurrounded with difficulties, thus 
obliped to combat ſuch oppoſition, ſhall we 
reſign ourſelves to indolence, or fink into de- 
ſpair ? God forbid the Power that 11 
is ſtronger than all that ever can oppoſe us; 
if God be for us, who can be againſt rao 
Tis 'our's- to * approve Durſehves the | minifters 
7 Os in n. in — by labors, 5 
ve muſt perlevebe through. W and Alo 
nar, through evil report an good report, ever 
taking care 0 give 19 offence m any thing. 
or the. minifiry be not blamed; for I the fer 
vant of the Lord muſt be gentle unto all men, 
apt to teach, in meekntſs* Mr ul thoſe' tat 
oppoſe' themſebves, if God, per, vill give 
them pepentance- to the acknowledging the truth. 
rae muſt would, not nec our acti- 


vy; 


bo INS 


— gs = e's 
4 2 Tim,—ii. 24, 25. | 
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uity; ſuſpicion and hoſtility muſt ſharper our 


vigilance, not irritate our paſſions. Permit me 
then, my reverend brethren, to direct your at- 
tention to thoſe duties, which, however ne- 


Ce e al Genes, Weh a prifis as, alis peeu- 


liarly requires, and the nature of our Aſſoci- 
ation, directly reminds us of. In ſpeaking of 
theſe duties, I do not ſpeak of conſtant reſi- 
dence, . when ſome inevitable neceſſity does not 
compel your abſence, becauſe to ſuppoſe you 
non- reſident, is to ſuppoſe you abdicate your 
office, deſert and betray your truſt, ' and. ren- 


der all exhortation to a due, diſcharge of your 


duty uſeleſs, by renouncing altogether even the 

form of diſcharging your duty at all.— I do not 
ſpeak. of. a ſerious and: decorous attention to 
the, rites of the Church, to. prayer, preaching, 
and the adminiſtration | of the Sacraments, be- 


cauſe to neglect theſe, is not only to ex- 


poſe our profeſſion, but our own perſons, to 


ſuch deriſion and contempt, as the pious cler - 


Y SS S 


gyman would indeed ſhudder at, but few, how- 


ever irreligious, would have the folly to incur, 


or the. hardihood to ſuſtain.— I. do not ſpeak 
< our guarding, againſt. theſe. vices, - which, in 
very rank and ſituation of life, are odious and 


8 ptible, impurity, NO, profane- 
45 "7 violence, pride, or avarice; | becauſe 1 


will not _-_ any, man would ſolicit ad- 
„ miſſion 


7 
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mittance into this facred. profeſſion, or if ad- 


mitted, retain in it authority or emolument, 
if capable of vices ſuch, as, theſe. And if un- 


happily ſuch, ſhould intrude into the miniſtry, 
utterly improbable is it, they ſhould attend to 


any merely human exhortation or reproof.— a | 


No thou only, oh! God, , moſt. holy. thou. 


only, oh! Lord, : moſt mighty thou only ganſt 
touch and convert a ſoul thus obdurate Oh! 


11 


if any ſuch ſhould lurk amongſt us, let th 


grace, oh] God, moſt. merciful! even at this 
moment, penetrate and ſoſten his heart, and 


lead him to addreſs thee with humble peni- 
tence, God be merciful to mea ſinner, and 


ſuch. prayer; * hear, oh Lord ! in Heaven thy 
dwelling place, and forgive, and do. and giue to 


every man, according to-all his. ways whoſe heart 
thou knoweſt, \ for thous ' even thou, only. knoweſt 
the hearts of all the children of men.-—No, my re- 


verend brethren, I am fully- confident you will 


ever ſtudy, and enforce ſcripture faith and ſcrip- 
ture morality, and by your lives adorn and re- 
commend the doctrine you expound.—In'truth 
however, our order has, on ſome late occa- 


ſions in this country, been loaded with reproach; 
no candid mind can examine its general con- 


Hah, and not ———— Tt; ſuch WR was 


Fe rug. gon Ak, | 5 founded 


1 Kings—vili. 3 


* 


employed in multiplying glebe houſes, building 
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| founded on miſrepreſentation, not on truth 


"Tis" notorious that for ſeveral years paſt, the 
vigilance of ſeverul of the moſt telpetlable pre- 
lates in this kingdom has been ſucceſsfully 


and repairing churehes, and ſecuring che con- 
ſtant reſidence of the parochial miniſters, even 
in the remoteſt diftrifts of the land; and, not- 
withſtanding the clamour raiſed” againſt. the 
clergy, for ſuppoſed exaction in the collec- 
lection of their revenues, they may with con- 
fidence appeal to thoſe facts, which the ſtrict 
ſerutiny produced by this clamour, has brought 
forward into public view, in proof, not mere- 
ly of the equity, but the almoſt univerfal 


moderation and forbearance which has mark- 
ed their conduct. The general moral cha- 


racer of the order, I do not believe ca- 
lumny has ventured to arraign; and I am 
happy, publicly to declare my full perſuaſion, 
that the general attention of the . clergy. to 
the duties of their profeſſion, has of late en- 
creaſed, not relaxed. But notwithſtanding this, 
my brethren, much undoubtedly may yet be 
done to encreaſe our uſefulneſs, by ſtill increaſ- 
ed activity in the diſcharge of our ſacred truſt ; 


and therefore it is, that I would at preſent call 
your attention to ſome particular duties, which 


the n of our Aſſociation, (for I pre- 
ſume 
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ſume not to ſpeak. upon my OWN. authority,) 
has ſanctioned with its recommendation 
duties, which I. ,yill-.barely;, ſuggeſt 'to, you, 
for their reaſonableneſs . precludes the neceſ- 
fity of argument, and Jour zeal. ei not 
the Ke af been. NT OE e 


In the firſt place e 
highly important is the duty of catechiſing the 
children of your pariſh every ſabbath —On this 
duty, this Aſſociation has deſervedly laid the 
greateſt ſtreſs —great indeed are the difficultics 
which ſometimes in this inſtance impede your 
zeal, but undoubtedly no . difficulties ſhould 
prevent your apr nay, ſcarce any want 
of ſueceſs diſcourage you from -perſevering in 
this ſacred der . all, Who at any time 
wiſh to receive inſtruction, be ſure on each 
Lord's day to find it. The neceſſity of pre- 
paring the younger part of your congregation 
for confirmation, whenever you ſhall be called 
on to preſent them, ſhould. be perpetually 
urged. Does but a ſingle child attend your 
lectures, if you continue to lecture that ſingle 
child, the number will, at ſome period, cer- 
tainly inereaſe, to increaſe it, employ private 
and perſonal infſuence, public exhortations, 
repreof, reward ; the plaia reaſonableneſs and 
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utility of yielding to your zealous applications 
will enſure your final ſucceſs; at all events 
you will have diſcharged your duty and ap- 
proved yourſelves to your God:;—In the next 
place I would ſuggeſt to you, the neceſſity 
of frequently viſiting the various ſchools of 
every rank in your pariſh, and taking care 
that religious and moral inſtruction are ſedu- 
louſly” inculcated, and books for that purpoſe 
| ſupplied to the poorer ſ{chools—equally obvi- 
ous is the expediency of examining whether 


ſuch of the lower claſs of your pariſhioners 
as can uſe the ſacred ſcriptures and other re- 


ligious works, are provided with them; and 
for both theſe purpoſes, you may rely on it, 
your applications to our Aſſociation, or to the 
Society for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, will 
be carefully attended to.— The laſt object 
would offer to your conſideration is, the uti- 
lity of promoting as much as poflible, that extra 
official intercourſe with your pariſhioners, which 
may acquaint you with their characters, en- 
dear you to their affections, and enable you to 
uſe "thoſe private admonitions which may be 


beſt ſuited to their peculiar ſituation and con- 


duct. This, the moſt delicate and difficult 
of all the objects I have ventured to ſuggeſt, 
depends undoubtedly on the temper and co- 
operation of your pariſhioners, as well as on 

your 
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your. own exertions; it is however, . 


that ſince its utility, when practicable, is great 7 


and obvious, to try how far it is practicable, 
is in all caſes a duty. The viſitations of ſickneſs 
will frequently render your preſence neceſſary 
in every family. —Surely ſuch occaſions might : 
be improved: to lay the foundation of a con- 
ſtant and friendly intercourſe. But I will 
trouble you now with only one remark that 
to extend the benefits of this Aſſociation to every 
part of the realm, it ſeems abſolutely neceflary _ 
that the clergy throughout the kingdom ſhould 
become correſponding members of this our ſo- 
ciety.— It will be the part of thoſe to whom I 
now. addreſs myſelf, to uſe their influence to 
effect this voluntary union of the whole cleri- 
cal order for diſcountenancing vice, and promoting | 
the practice of virtue and religion; nor will our 
order alone unite in this pious ſervice. No; 
all men of every profeſſion, in whoſe hearts 
dwell the purity of virtue, the ſacred fervor 
of patriotiſm, and the ſanctity of true re- 
ligion, —all will unite with this Afociation; — 
As citizens, it calls on them to promote — | 
lic order, and public happineſs, which re- 
quire that virtue ſhould be founded on its only 
firm | baſis, religious principle.—As men and 

chriſtians I, appeals to their benevolence and 

| | nel?  rouſes 
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rouſes their ſympathy, it implores them to 
regard and to relieve the miſery of ſuch of 
their fellow- creatures and fellow chriſtians as 
are expoſed to the contagion, os have unhap- 
pily funk under the power of irreligion and 
vice.—-As accountable beings, whoſe Eternal 
happineſs muſt depend on the uſe they make of 
the talents committed to their care by the Lord 
of the univerſe, it offers to thoſe who are 
- entruſted with wealth, exalted to power, or 
_ adorned: with wiſdom, a new opportunity of 
improving theſe © talents to the good of man 
and the glory of God.——By neglecting ſuch an 
opportunity, they muſt increaſe their guilt and 
embitter their condemnation.—Such are the 


== combined motives: by which this inſtitution 


would: engage our attention and ſupport —— 
Surely they are not light and trivial? No, 

they will, I know they will, animate you to 

activity and perſeverance; and may the God 
of truth and righteouſneſs. haſten and proſper 
the union of all his faithful followers. —May 
His: ſpirit deſcend upon us, fix our wavering 
reſolutions, aſſiſt our feeble efforts, increaſe 
the number of labourers, and give vigour and 
{ſucceſs to their exertions in this ſacred cauſe. 


. —And at that awful hour, when all mankind 
mall ſtand amidſt the wreek of nature, trem- 


bling before the tribunal of their judge, may 
e 
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his mercy pardon our manifold. offences and 
accept our humble ſervice —Then, my bre- 


thren, will the voice of the prophet be fulfilled 


f 


in all who labour to extend the dominion of 


virtue and the beneficent influence of true chriſti- 


anity.— Then all thoſe that be wiſe ſhine as 


the brightneſs F the firmament, and thoſe who 
turn many t0 ar Ei as the Hart FF ever 
and ever. . 


1 r 


Page 25. The references to the notes in this page are reverſed. 

3, line 12, for 15, ooo read 30,000. , . 

— 42, line 3, for 20 read were. 

—— 43, line 4 from the bottom, for grovling ad grovelng. 

—— 46, line 7, for a thouſand read five thouſand. 

—— 47, line 4, for the holy read this holy. ME. 

| —— 48, line 4 from the bottom, for that ſecure read ſecure that. 

—— 53 line 3 from the bottom, for * on read 19 
in. | 

—— 57, line 11, for 770 read 254. : 

— 58, line 7 from the bottom, for contribution PR contributions 
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NEAL 


Ae and Fayments of the Aﬀeciation for 
diſcountenancin Ge Vice, &c. from gth Oc- 
Ms 1792, (the day of its inſtitution) to 


| 2 June, 1794. 


RE c . "I 8. 


Contributions from members 8 — 112 18 101 
— perſons not members - 12 15 8 
Donation from a perſon unknown, by the? 3 


hands of Robert French, oY 
Ditto from Edmund Ta ſq. of deck. 1 
rook 5 
Annual 3 r 10 6 
— — perions. not members 0-26. 6 


— 


L. 334 1 6ʃ 
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"2 5 | | i „ 
For printing at ſundry times the following) 
pl a K. 1 annual ſubſcribers 48 6 382 
„ „ oe > 8 
6000: Serious Exhortation to the Public, // 
Nov. 1792 CN V 
3500 Porteus on the Obſervance of — e 
Friday, March, 1793 = 
10,000 Admonition to Servants, dittdo 
700 Prayers for Hoſpitals, May, 1799932 
5000 Law's Addreſs to his Pariſhioners, ditto 
2000 Adams's Paſtoral Advice, ditt 
1009 Finch on Oaths, July, 179393 
500 Hints on Education, ditto 
1000 Gibſon's Advice to Sick Perſons doo 
2000 Queries to Perſons: abſenting them-J 
ſelves from the Holy Sacrament, Auguſt, >- 
I pr 22 3 
e on Good-Friday, Ap. 17944 {ah 
2000 Exhortation to the Duty of Cate?;ͥ 1 ”» 
chiſing, May 17990615 ooh . 
For 350 Quarto Bibles, paid for to Mr. N kt 
| | 72 18 4 


* 


4 


Grierſon, at 48. 2d. each (ſaleable to an- 
nual ſubſcribers at 28. 8d.) 25 e 
Advertiſements, printing, ſtationary, cc. 30 7 44 
Expences incurred by catechetical examinati-?F „ 1 
ons, and other incidental and petty ne 33 15 F 
Contribution to the Society for Promoting? : wo 
Chriſtian Knowledge, Feb. 1793  :. 5 phe ld 13 9557 
Contribution to the eſtabliſhment for re- )) 
forming the criminal poor, Feb. 1794 F e 
Balance inthe Treaſurer's hands, 17th June,? „ „ 7 


- *, 1 * — 2 — 
C2 : x 8 * 0 
5 2 


PP "I" 
—_— 


©. WV. WATSON, Jun. Treaſurer. | 
N. B. The Afeciation is at preſent under engagement for'a ; 
contribution of T'wenty Pounds annually, towards the ſupport off 
* ſchool far the children of poor ſoldiers, beſides other ſmaller ex- 
benditures, and for 300 Bibles more, which will be furniſhed on 


the terms abovementioned. . 
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OF THE 26 


MEMBERS OF THE ; ASSOCIATION. | 


His Grace the Archbiſhop of — 
His Grace the Archbiſhop of Dublin 
His Grace the Archbiſhop of Caſhell 
His Grace the Archbiſhiop of Tuam 


THOMAS Acton, .Eſq. ' Rev. Henry ry Boyd 
Samuel Adams, Eſq. Lieut. Col; William Brady 
Rev. Dr. Adamſon Rev. John Bfinkley 
Rev. John Alcock  - Hon; and Rev. Mr. Broderick 
Rev. George Alcock Rev. Dr. Browne; Dean of 
Rev. Dr. Allot © Elphin - 
Hon. and Rev. William Au. Rev. Thomas Brownrigg 
neſley, Dean of Down Mr. Bryanton 
Ney. Hoary Annelley RNev. Edmund: Burton, Arch- 
James Arbuckle, Eſg. deeacon of Tuam 
ev. F Arbuthnot - Rev. "Dr. adde, F. T. 
Rev. William Armſtrong C. D. 
Rev. Wm. Jones 3 Turner Camac, Eſq; · 
Rev. Jonathan Aſh Rev. Robert Cane 
Rev. Iſaac Aſn ; = Peter Carleton, Dean of 
Rev. Nicholas Aſh _ Killaloe | | 
Rev. Gilbert Auſten Alderman Carleton 
| Counſellor Bal! Richard Cave, Eſq. 
= | "Bo John 8 George Chinnery, Eſq. | 
| Neu. John Barken Right Hon. Wi lam urton 
{I Rev. Thomas Bay | onyngham . 
|| | Rev. Leſlie Batterſby William Cooke, Eſq. 
1 Rey. Edward Beattie William Cope, Eſq. 
| | | Rev. Dr. Beaufort Charles Coſtello, Ee. 
£ Earl of Belvidere . Rev. Jacob Cramer 
=_ Lieut. Col, Betteſworth Rev. Dr. M. Cramer | 
Rev. Dr. Blundell, Dean of Rev. Henry Crofton, F ound- 
1 Kildare ling Hoſpital vs) 
| Rev. William Blundell Rey. Henry Crofton, Royal 
: Richard Bolton, Eſq. Hoſpital 
1 of Richard Paul — Eſq. Morgan Crofton, Eſq. 
1 . Richard Bourne Fon. _ Crookſhank 


George 


Georg e Crook fk; Eſd . 

Edward Croſbie, 9 : 

N ©rofttwarte 
William Cuthbert, 1 

Rev. Richard Dawfſon 

Rev. Richard Deſpard 

75 „ Dickin | 

Simon Digb 

Rev. Willi, Digby, Rear 
of Clonfert A 

Fraticis Bobs, Ely: 

Rev. Dr. Dobbin x 

Rev. Dr: Drought 

Rey. Richard I rury 

John Eccles; Eſq. _ 

Ifaac Ambroſe Eccles, Eſq; 

Rev. Thomas Elliſorfrn 

Rev. Thos. Elrington, PT. 
„E 

Rev. Thomas Emerſon 

_ Counſeltor E = a 

oe Charles 7. of 

George Evans, El: 

Rev. Mr. Evans . | 

Thomas Everard, Eſq; 


Rev, William Lynar F awcett 


Major Faviere 
Rev. ſohn Fea | 
Rt. Rev. Lord Biſhop' of Ferns 


Rev. Dr. Robert Poole Finch, 


Secretary to the Society for 
promoting chriſtian know- 
ledges London. 
eorge Forſter 
Rev. Nicholas Forſter 
; Counſellor Robert French 
Rey. Thomas Garoble 
Rev. Samuel Gerard 
re Gladwell, Ed. 
Jho Godle Eſq. 
Jofeph Goff, Ed 
Rev. Mr. 4 8 
Rev. John Grant 
Rey. Richard ne F. T. 


. > 


Rey. 


8 66 7 


Rev. George Graydon 
Richard Griffith, Eſꝗ. 


Rev. Charles Grobe 


+ Rey. Dr. Grueber 
Rev. Hoſea Guiaals - 


Rev. Dr. Hales 


'{ Dr. Hall, S. F. TCD. 
Rev. Dr. Hamlets Dean or” 


Armagh 


Rev. Alexander Hawilteg 
Rev. Dr. James Archibald 


Haimlton'- 


Rev. William Hamilton 
| Rev. Singleton Harpur 


Rev. John Iſaac Harriſon 


| Rev. James Haſtings, Ar, ch- 2 


| deacon of Glandelagh” 
John Hatch Eſ . 


Samuel Hayes, Eſq 
Hugh Henry, Eſq. 


Rev. Edward Herbert 
Hon. and Rev. John Hewitt, 
Dean of Cloyne 


Rev. Ambroſe Hickey 


Thomas Higginbotham, FE 
Edward Hill, Eſq. 

Dr. Edward Hill 

Peter Holmes, Eſq. 

Dr. Francis Hopkins 
Francis Hopkins, Eſq. 


Rev. George Horan 


Robert Howard, Eſq. 
Henry Hunt, Eſq. 


Hon. and Rev. Abraham Hely 


Hutchinſon 


| Sir Francis Hutchinſon; Bt. 
Rev. Jas. Hutchinſon, Arch- 


deacon of Achonry 


Alexander Jaffray, Efq. 


Alexander Jaffray, Jul Eso. 
Right Hon. William James, 
ord Mayor 
Meredyth Jenkin, Eſq. - 
Rev. 2 Jephos 
illiam ä 
Edmund 


— * * 
- 
- 


Edmund Johnſton, Eſq. 


Thomas King, Eſq. 


Rev. Thomas __ 
Rev. William Dunkin Jones 


Bev. Dr. John Kearny, S. F. 


'T> Co. 
Rev. Dr. Michael Kearny 
Rev. Nich. Ward Kennedy 


\ | Rev. Robert Kenny 
| * Rev. Lord 81 of 


illala 


Rt. Hon. Lord Kingſborough 
Rev. Thomas Eiggibory | 


Earl of Kingſton. 
N Eig. 
Rev. Hector Munro 


Alexander 
Rev. Walter Blake Kirwan 


Alexander Knox, Eſq, 
Hon. and Rev. Wm. Knox 


John Ladaveze, Eſq. 
ev. Dr. Lamilliere 


Major William Lane 

; Rev. Edw. Francis Laſcelles 

| Right Hon.. David e 
John Latouche, Eſq 


Peter Latouche, Eſq. _ 
David Latouche, jun. . 


Rev. John Leahy 


Rev. Edward Ledwich 
Rev. William Ledwich 
Rev. Giles Lee 


John Leigh, Eſq. 


Rev. Tas Letablere 
Rev. Bo, Lewis 
Rev. Little 


Edward Litton, Eg. 


Gorges Lowther, Eſq. 
Henry'Lyons, Eſq. 
Rev, Dr. Lyſter - 
John Macaulay, Efq - 

Rev. Dr. Mac Dowell 
Rev. William M<Laughlin | 


Rev. William Magee, F. 


C. D. 


Mr. William Martley 


Rev. William Mauleverer | 


Rev. Henry Maxwell 


Rev. Dr. 
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Rev. James Maxwell 
Rev. Richard Meade 
Rev. Charles Meares 


— Hon. and Rev. 4 
iſhop of Meath 

Hon. Baron Met 

Rev. G. r T. C.D. 
Rev. Oliver Miller 

Rev. James Montgomery 
Rev. Mr. Moor 


Mrs. Hannah hy. More, Briſtol 


Rev. Allen Morgan 


Rev. Hamilton Morgan 
Rev. James Morgan 


Rev. Charles Moſſe 


Rev. Dr. Murray, V.P. T. 
C. D. 

Rev. Hen Murray 

Thomas * Eſq. 


Major Nicolls 


Rev. Brinſley Nixon 
Brabazon Noble, Eſq. 
Rev. T. L. O' Beirne 


; Rev. Dr. O*Connor © 


Rev. Hugh O'Neill 

wen, North Wales 

Rev. Henry Palmer, Arch- 
deacon of Offory - 


| Rev. Henry Paſley 


A. N. Pedder, Eſq. - 


Rev. Charles F 


Rev. Philip Percivall 
Dr. Robert Percival 
Rev. Richard Powell 
William Preſton, Eſq. 
Rev. Mr. Prince of London 
Major General road 
Counſellor Redford 

Arthur Rickey, «Eſq. 


Jonathan Bruce Roberts, 10 


Rev. Peter Roberts 
Rev. Dr. Robinſon 
Rev. Thomas Robinſon 


Suſtavus Rochfort, Eſq. 
Rev. 3 Rogers 


Mr. 


„ James Stopſigf 


Mr. Samuel Roſborough 


Rev. John Roſe 


Clotworthy Rowley, Eſq. 
Counſellor William Rowley 


Rev. Robert Ruſſell 
Rev. Dr. Ryan 


Rev. Dudley Charles Ryder 


Rev. Chriſtopher Savage 


Dr. Arthur Saunders 
Rev. James Saurin 
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Rev. Dr. George Seal 


Rev. Geo. Shaw, of London 


Robert Shaw, Eſq. 
Hugh Skeys, Eſq. 


John Skeys, Eſq. Secretary 


Rev. Matthew Sleater 
Rev. Hugh Stewart 
Rev. Henry Stewart 


Counſellor John Stewart 


Rev. Dr. Stock 
Rev. Gabriel Stokes 
Rev. Dr. Stakes 


Rev. Joſeph Stopford 
ak 


ford, Dean of Ferns 
Rev. William Stopford 
MajorGeneral Straton 
Rev. Mr. Strong 
Rev. James Stubbs 


Rev. Samuel Synge, Arch- 


. deacon of Killaloe 


Hon. and Rev, Edw, Taylor 


Rev. William Tew. 


Rev. Thomas Thompſon 


Richard Thwaites, Eſq. 
Rev. Thomas Tighe 


13 Toler, Eſq. Sol. Gen. 


r. Townſhend 
Rev. Power Trench 

' Rev. Thomas Trocke 
Rev. Robert Truel 


20th June, 1794. 


. 
Hon. and Rev. Thomas Sto 


—— 
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| Rev. Charles M. Warburton, 
Denn of Ardaah 


Mr. William Watſon, Sec. 


Mathew Weld, Eſq. 


Rev. John Williamſon 
| Rev. Thomas Williamfon 


Rev. Dr. Young, SF- T1 
Cs, D: | | 


William Vavaſour, Eſq. 
Rev. James Verſchoyle, Dean 
of St. Patrick's 
Rev. J. Agmondiſham Veſey - 
Rev. Robert Vicars 3 
Rev. Richard Vincent ö 
Rev. Hemſworth Uſner 
Rev. John Uſher, F. T. C. D. 
Rev. John Wadd x 
Robert Watſon Wade, Eſq. 
Rev. Chamberlen Walker 
* John Walker, F. T. C. 


Rev. Raphael Walſh, Dean 


of Dromore 


Bernard Ward, Eſq. 


Mr. W. Watſon, jun. Treaf. 
Rev. John Webb | 
Commiſſ. Chriſtmas Weeks 


Rev. Steuart Weldon 
Rev. James Whitelaw - 
Geo. Boleyn Whitney, Eſq. 
Rev. Irwin Whitty 


Rev. Andrew Wilſon 
Rev. David Wilſon 
Rev. Joſeph Wilſon 
Right Hon. Arthur Wolfe, 
Attorney General 
Benjamin Woodward, Eſq. 
Rev. Richard Woodward 
Rev. Guſtavus W ybrants 
Stephen Wybrants, Eſq. - 
Rev. Henry Wynne 
Robert Wynne, Efq. 
William Wynne, Eſq. | 
Re Hon. Lord Chief Baron 


elverton 


— 
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